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TArE HEED UNTO THYSELF, AND 
 UNTO THY DOCTRINE, AND con- 
TINUE IN THEM, FOR IN DOING 

THIS, THOU SHALT BOTH SAVB 
| THYSELF, AND Mu THAT HEAR 5 
| THEE, | 


HE wife and more confiderate 
part of mankind generally com- 
plain of the unſucceſsfulneſs of the goſ- 
pel, and the low ſtate of religion, not- 
withſtanding the public eſtabliſhments for 
religious inſtruction. It muſt be acknow- ' 
leged, that there is but too much reaſon 
for the complaint. But on whom muſt the 
blame be laid ? on the obſtinate folly and — 
depravity of the hearers? or on the igno- 3 
rance, careleſſneſs, and worldly lives of | 
us the teachers? tis in vain either to de- 
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4 cer 
of the blame may juſtly be charged on our- 


ſelves. It certainly then concerns us, great · 
ly concerns us, as ve are the eſtabliſned 
inſtructors of the reſt of mankind, io 


keep ourſelyes pure from the blood of all 


men, by harkening to this important 


deen of the apollle in the words of 


the text, to take heed unto ourſelves, 
and unto our doctrine, to continue in 


_ © them, for in doing this, we ſhall both 
_ © fave en and them that hear us. 


In diſcourſiag in this ſubject, tis hop- 
ed, it may not be improper, nor unfuita- - 

dle to the preſent occaſion, to endeavour, 
by the divine affiſtancs, in the firſt place, 

to explain andilluſtrate theſe great rules 

of the Apoſtle, inthe ſame order, in which 


they ly in the text: and then ſecondly, to 


conſider the motives by which the obſer- 2 
vation of them is enforced, © for in do- 
© ing this, thou ſhalt both fave thyſelf and 


© them that hear thee.” 
Firſt, The rule, * take heed to thyſelf. 


1. The meaning of this precept in the 


loweſt ſenſe of it is, that thoſe, who pro- 
feſs to be the inſtructors and guides of 
the reſt of mankind, ſhould take care that 
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their own behaviour be blameleſs and in- 
offenſive, 1 Tim. iii. 2; © Abiſhop muſt 
© be blameleſs.” We know the world ex - 
peas a high pitch of purity from us, and 
examines our conduct with great ſeverity; 
therefore we ought to watch over it with 
equal ſeverity ourſelyes : and that we may 
in ſome meaſure anſwer the expectations 
olf the world, let us abſtain not only from 
all evil, but from all appearance of it too; 
not venturing ſomuch as toapproach near 
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the boundary that { rates virtue from = 


vice; but in all caſei here there can be 
_ any diſpute about the preciſe point where 


1 thelaudablepart ends, and the blameable = 


| begins, let us take care to keep ourſelves = 

_ viſibly, and to the conviction of all ſpec- 
tators, on the ſafe ſide of the diſputed li- 
mit. If we keep invariably h this rule, we 
ſhall be ſo far from offendiuꝶ againſt tem- 
peraſſc , that we ſhall be exemplary in it; 
ſo far from. violating juſtice, and doing 


things hard and rigorous, that we ſhall be | 


ready to yield ſomething even of our un- 
_ doubted right; ſo far from being guilty 
ol any indecency in behaviour or diſ- 
courſe, that we ſhall keep at a diſtance 


1 CHARACTER 
| from ever thing able t'thefulpcio of | 
it; and ſo far from expoling ourſelyes by 
:  alevity ofcarriage unbecouing our func- 
tion, that we ſhall rather lean to the ſafer 


extreme of gravity and reſerve. Nay it 
may be neceſſary ſometimes that we ab- 


ſtain from things perfectly indifferent in 


their own nature, when doing otherwiſe 
would offend our weaker Chriſtian bre- 
| thren, deſtroy our influence, or leſſen our 
power of doing good. | N 
Further, chat og conduct may be un- 
exceptionable, we mult take heed to what 


is ſaid or done in our preſence, ſo as never. 


_ to ſuffer ourſelves to be carried away by a 
falſe modeſtly, or a vitious complaiſance, 
to approve, or ſeem to approve of what 
is baſeand unworthy, even in the compa- 
ny of thoſe who are undoubtedly our ſu- | 
periors; while we ſhew all due regard to 
their ſtations and characters, it mult ap- 
pear at the ſame time, that we have a great ; 
er regard for truth, virtue, piety, and de- 
ceney; while we avoid every thing like 
| inſolence and pertneſs, on the one hand, 
we mult keep at the greateſt diſtance from 
flattery, and abject eringing on the other: 


or a MINISTER. S 
| when any ſobjee of diſcourſe is ſtarted, 

that is impious, immoral, or indecent; or 
when any ſentiments are uttered which 
tend to pollute the imagination, or cor- 
rupt the heart, then all prudent methods 
muſt be taken to reſtrain ſuch contagious | 

_ diſcourſe, by introducing fome more in- 
nocent or uſeful topic. Sometimes the 
licentious converſation may be check by 
ſerious reaſoning and grave rebuke, if cir- 
cumſtances allow, and when there is any 


proſpect of good from it: but as this is 
not to be done at all times, as every com- 


1 pany will not bear it, and perſons of bad 


temper will be provok d to proceed to 
greater outrages,in ſach caſes we may diſ- 
countenance it, by withdrawing from the 
company, or by ſilence. But let it be ob- 
ſerved, that it is not every kind offilence 
that can vindicate us; it muſt be a ſigni- 
ficant and expreſſive filence, that bears 
; ſtrong marks ofour inward abborrence of 
what is paſſing. 
Perhaps ſome of my brethren ,whoſe 6 
tuation and circumſtances allow them, 
and whoſe real benevolence of heart leads 
them to be more frequently in mixed com- 


$8 CHARACTER 
_ pany, may think theſe rules ſavour too 
—— of preciſencſs and auſterity ; and 
may imagine that they have been fo hap- 
py in life, as to recommend themſelves to 
the upper part of the world, by abating 
ſomewhat of the rigour of them : but they 
would do well to conſider, that very pro- 
bably they may afterwards find they have 
been miſtaken,and that theſe very perſons 
to whom they imagined they were accep- 
table, inwardly contemn them, and take 
their own time toexclaim with great vche- 
mency againſt them, and againſtthe whole 
order for their ſakes. Theſe rules, re- 
verend brethren, relating to our outward 
behaviour, tho” they are common and or- 
dinary, and for that very reaſon apt to be 
overlook d, yet they are of great impor - 
tance; for when a miniſter's life wants 
that purityand ſeverity of manners, which 


I have endeavoured to deſcribe, his cha- 


- raſter can never riſe io thatdignity of vir- 


tue which begets eſteem and authority, 


gives weight to bis inſtructions, and in- 
 fluenceto his 
2. This rule ,*take heed to thyſelf,” re- 


quires us to take care that our real ani 
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inward character be agreeable to our ex- 
ternal behaviour already deſcribed: we 
are not to reſt ſatisfied, with an intire 
blameleſneſs of outward character, but we 
muſt labour with the utmoſt diligence to 
acquire thoſe improvements of under- 
ſtanding, and that pitch of purity of heart 
which will give real worth and dignity to 
our inward man, and qualify us to fulfill 
the duties of our important ſtations wich 
pleaſure and ſucceſs. 
In the ſirſt place, let usſtudy to acquire 
thoſe improvements of underſtanding, 
which are in a peculiar manner proper to 
our ſacred office, and highly neceſſary to 
anſwer the ends of it. Here it muſt be our 
_ firſtandchiefcare, to clear our minds from 
_ thoſe miſtakes and prejudices which dark- 
en them, and hinder us from perceiving 
the full worth and excellence of divine 
things, and from judging juſtly of the 
comparative value and ĩ of the 
doctrines of religion. This unbyaſs'd - 
ſtate of mind is of great importance; it is 
= hn that cov for fearchingimtrbe ſip 
tures with fairneſs and impartiality, that 
we may 2 : 


10 CHARACTER 
of faith pure and entire, without loading 
. chriſtianity with what does not belong to 
it, or giving up any eſſential or important 
part of it: it is this too which preſerves 
from an over-fondneſs for new opinions 
on the one hand, and from an over-great 
| reverence for long eſtabliſhed ones on the 
other, and leads us to examine diſputed 
points with great ſilence, ſuſpence, and 
coolneſs ; untill full enquiry cauſe truth 
ſhine with clearneſs upon the underſtand- 
ing. But beſide an unprejudiced mind, 
there are other previous qualifications ne- 
ceſſary to obtain a thorough acquaintance 
with the great doctrines of religion, as 
they are delivered in the ſcriptures ; ſuch 


_  asaknowledgeof the rules of right reaſon- 
ing, and of the great principles of natural 


religion, together with a tolerable ac- 
quaintance with the original languages of 
the ſacred authors, and with the hiſtory, 
antiquities, prevailing cuſtoms, and ordi- 
nary alluſions of the reſpective ages in 
which they were written : without theſe 
previous preparations we cannot hope to 
reach the true meaning of the ſacred 
books, to explain and illuſtrate them in a 


A 
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clearand delightful manner, and to judge 
with juſt diſcernment and taſte, of the 


| heauty, propriety and force of their ſtyle. 


T'o which we may add, that without theſe 
previous branches of knowledge, we can- 
noz ſucceſsfully defend our holy religion 
againſt thoſe attacks which are openly 

made upon it in our age: for it is in the 
— that the ehief evidence of 


our religion is exhibited to our view; and 
it is frpm the wrong tranſlations, falſe ex - 
poſitions, and ſcholaſtic and metaphyſical | 
ſyſtems wreſted from them, that the chief 
objections againſt it are daun. 
ples of natural religion and morality, and 
learned the important truths of Chriſtia- 
nity from an honeſt enquiry into divine 
revelation,it muſt be our next care to ſtore 


moral and diyine ſentiments : theſe are 
the choice furniture of our ſouls; and 
from a plentiful ſtore of them we ſhall find 


others in the moſt inſtruQiveand affecting 
manner: the holy ſcriptures will furniſh 
us with a, rich yarivty of the pureſt and 


our minds with a large treaſure of the beſt 


ve are both qualified and diſpoſed to teach 
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ſublimeſt ſentiments: moral and divine: 
and in other writers ancient and modern 
we may find a great number more, or / 7 
| leaſt the ſame greatly diverſified and ſet fin 
-a thouſand beautiful and ſtriking lights. 
That our minds may be repleniſhed viith 
an abundant ſtore and delightful variety 
of ſuch thoughts, ſentiments and impreſſi- 
ons, as the belt of mankind have felt and 

deſeribed concerning God, providence, 
virtue and every thing relating to the 
 greatintereſt of mankind, we muſt gather 
from all 2: whether the writers be 
_ Chriſtian-or Pagan, let us think it our du- 


i do borrow Whatever is good and pure, 


| 2 ————— 
ten with the love of truth and virtve. But 
as virtue when diſplay d in the pureſt pre- 
cepts, or beſt deſcriptions, has only a faint 
; and languid power over our minds, when 
. with what we feel when it ap- 
[pears exerted into action, in the moſt in · 
tereſting circumſtances of a good man's 
lite; it muſt be of very great uſe to ua, to 
be furniſhed with a large eollechon of the 


moſt uncommon and ſtriking examples of 
mama aaa 
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are to be found either in ſacred or com- 
mon hiſtory: when theſe are introduced 


in a proper place and painted with true 
ſimplicity, they can never fail toawaken 


the attention of the hearers, make deep 


impreſſions on their minds, continue ri- 


vetted in their memories, and give them 


the plaineſt, juſteſt and moſt engaging | 


view of the great virtues of the Chriſtian 


life. And that theſe improvements of un- 


derſtanding may be more uſeful to the 
world, we muſt firſt endeayour to attain 


that inſight into the make and frame of 

the human mind, which will point out to 

us the ſhorteſt, moſt ſucceſsful and agree» 
able method of informing the underſtand- 


ing and touching the heart; and then to 
acquire that knowledge of the world, of 
the tempers and characters of men, which 
will direct us how to adviſe and re. 
prove without offence and with juſt hope 


of ſucceſs. There remain many other 


branches of knowledge, which would not 

only be ornamental, but highly uſeful to 

us in the way of our facred buſineſs; but 

the time allotedforthis diſcourſe will not 

allow me to enumerate hem. 
| DT: B 


14 CHARACTER 

IT uo conclude this head of diſcourſe, let 
it be obſerved, that beſides the great ad- 
vantages of learning already mentioned, 

there are others not to be deſpiſed ; a large 

field of ſcience affords our minds adelight- 

ful ſcene, in which they may expatiate 
with pleaſure: the pleaſing projects and 
hopes of making improvement in this or 


tze other branch of uſeful literature enli- 


ven life, and preſerve it from that lan - 
guor and deadneſa, to which it can ſcarce 
fail to be ſubjected, when it is not ani- 
mated with ſome deſign, or directed to 
ſome valuable end: and, which is ſtill of 


more importance, the thirſt and purſuit 


of knowledge may contribute to preſerve 
us from that immerſion into worldly af- 

fairs, of which thoſe muſt be in no ſmall 
danger, who have not ſome employment 
for their leiſure hours. To which may be 
added, that withouta competent degree of 
| knowledge, we can ſcarce eſcape falling 
into ſuch blunders in our public appear- 


ances as well as private converſation, as 


muſt expoſe us to the ridicule of the more 
| knowing and ingenious part of mankind. 
| But amidſt all our ſpeculative ſtudies let us 


—— x TT 
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ſtill remember, that all the improvements 
of the underſtanding, all the treaſures of 
the memory, all the ornaments of the i- 


magination, muſt be made ſubſervient to 


the purification of the heart, which leads 


me to conſider in the ſecond place, 


II. Thoſe moral endowments which are 


required of us by the rule of the Apoſtle 
in the text, and which are abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to fit us for the performing of the 


duties of our ſacred office with faitbful- 
neſs and ſucceſs. As the heart is the ſeat 


of all the virtues, the whole improvement 


of it conſiſts in cheriſhing and ſtrength · 


ning within our boſoms, all thoſe virtues 


of the Chriſtian life, which it is our duty 


to teach and recommend unto others. 
There is one diſpoſition, which forms a 
principal part of that temper of mind, 
which becomes a miniſter of the goſpel of 
Jeſus, and has a mighty influence on his 
whole behaviour, and every part of his 
conduct, and therefore, ſhould be cultiva- 
ted by us with the utmoſt care, and that 
is a noble elevation of ſoul above this pre- 
ſent ſenſible world and all its tranſitory 
enjoyments: our hearts cannot * 

| B 2 b 


and that the true happineſs of life atiſes 

from the exerciſe of purity, ſincerity, cha- 

rity, piety, the conſciouſneſs of theſe vir- 

tues, the ſenſe of the divine favour, and 

the raviſhing proſpect ofa bleſſed immor- 

_ rality : that we may attain this real eleva - 
tion of ſoul, we muſt accuſtom ourſelyes 


16 CHARACTER 
to this divine temper in any other way 


but by a full convidtion, that all thoſe. 


things which the bulk of mankind love 
with ſo much ardor, and purſue with ſuch 
keenneſs, can never make them happy; 


to a frequent and lively contemplation of 


God, to a ſtedfaſt imitation of all his mo- 
ral perfections, and to rejoice above all 


things in the humble and modeſt hope of 


being exalted to the perfect and everlaſt- 
ing enjoyment of him in an eternal world. 


For if we once felt and experienced the 
happineſs that the contemplation of God, 


the reſemblance of his moral perfections, 
_ and the ſenſe of his friendſhip affords, . 
tere would ſpring from thence an unalte- 
_ rable perſuaſion, that life with all its other 
_ enjoyments without theſe pure and ſpiri- 


tual pleaſures, is but a vain dream, atran- 


ſient ſhadow, a ſeries of deluſive amuſe= = 
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3 * 
ments, which may flatter us for a while 
with fair and diſtant promiſes of happi - 


| neſs, but muſt ſoon leave us in diſap- 

pointment and ſorrow. Without this 

ſtrong ſenſe of the vanity and emptineſs 

of all preſent and ſenſible things, and a 

clear view of the reality, importance and 

tranſcendent worth of ſpiritual and un- 

ſeen objects, we are not prepared to de- 

ſcend into the world, and to encounter 

| the temptations of it. Tis this elevati- 

on of ſoul that muſt inſpire us with a 
" FF hearty contempt of that ſcrambling for 

, 3 worldly dignity and advancement, which 

E muſt certainly be a great reproach to us, 

# | who inculcate upon others, that it ought 

. to be their only ambition, to act their part 

well in that ſtation providence has aſſign- 

ed them, and to obtain the approbation of 

Sod, which is the perfection of glory aud 


the mean and ſordid deſign of ſcraping to- 
| gether wealth and riches, which is utter- 
ly unbecoming us who call on the reſt of 

mankind, to moderate their deſires of 
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perſuade others, that thefriendſhip of God,. 


| honour. Tis this muſt preſerve us from 


theſe things, and whoſe buſineſs it is to 
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and thoſe virtues and graces which form 
them to his reſemblance, are the only real 
and durable riches ; and it is this muſt ſe- 
cure ourſelves from being dazled with the 
| ſhew and glitter of human life, while we 
preach unto others, that e the faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away, and that ſpi- 
ritual and divine things alone ſhine with | 


real and everlaſting glory. It is the expe- 


Artic ley ofo bs heavenly frame of 


mind that muſt prevent our mingling with 
the generality of mankind, in their low 


and ſordid purſuits, and entering with ve- 

| hemence into their little parties and fati- 

ons, form'd on worldly views and con- 
ducted by worldly meaſures. It is an high 
reliſh of the pleaſures of the ſpiritual and 


divine life, which will ſeat us as it were 


in ſecurity on an eminence, from whence 
we may look down with wonder mixt 


with pity on the blinded ſons of men, who 


le children are contending with the ut- 

moſt keenneſs for baubles and toys, which 

_ dazzle their eyes for a while with a vain 
glare, but muſt ſoon vaniſh like a dream: 

in this fituation of mind, and with this 


* view of the ſtate of mankind, 
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ve muſt be animated with the warmeſt 

zeal to take the vail off their eyes and 
convince them of their ignorance. 
| What ignorance? I do not mean their 
ignorance of the intimate natures and eſ- 
ſences of things, their ignorance of the 
great plan of providence, and of number- 
leſs paſt, preſent, and future tranſactions 
of the univerſe; in a word, I do not 
mean that ignorance of things, which is 
commonly acknowledged, even by the 


5 acuteſt philoſophers, tho* no doubt that 


| kind of ignorance is humbling enough ; 

dut I mean a more lamentable, more mor- 
tifying, more fatal ignorance; their ig- 
norance of thoſe things which are the pro- 


per ſcience of man in his preſent ſtate; 
their ignorance of the inherent baſeneſs 
ol vice, and the miſery that is inſeparable 


from it, and of the intrinſic excellence of 
virtue, and the happineſs that always ac- 


companies it; their ignorance of the va- 


nity and nothingneſs of worldly pleaſures, 
ad theeverlaſting worth and importance 
of ſpiritual and divine enjoyments. In a 
word, their ignorance of this great and 


cardinal tut, u k. is life eternal to 35 
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know the only true God, and Jeſus 
© Chriſt whom he hath ſent.' How pathe- 
tic and. emphatical is the deſcription we 
have of this blindneſs of mankind, Rev. 
ili. 17. Thou fayeſt, I am rich and in- 
creaſed with goods, and ſtand in need 
© of nothing, and knowelt not that thou 
© art wretched, miſcrable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked.” Let it be obſerved, 
chat what is ſaid here about the ignorance 


of mankind, is not to be underſtood, as 


if they had no theory or ſpeculative noti- 
ons about the chief good, and true hap- 


 pineſs, for the greateſt part of them have = 


ſomething of this kind; but it is to be 
_ underſtood of their not having ſuch an 
intimate and commanding conviction of 
this grand truth, that the only true hap- 
pineſs lies in the knowledge, the love, the 
reſemblance, the enjoyment of God the 
ſovereign good, as will make every other 
ſhadow of happineſs quite diſappear, and 


leave the mind in the full, and unalterable 


perſuaſion, that this ſpiritual „ | 
zs all in all, for time and for eternity. 
Beſides the many great adyantages al- 


_w_ mentioned * from a true . 
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vation of ſoul above ſenſible things, we 
may add ſeveral more, ſuch as, that it gives 
a a real dignity to our inward character, a 

commanding influence to our example, 

an uncommon force and ſublimity to our 
diſcourſes, renders our buſineſs our chief 
delight and joy, and makes our light ſo 
 *toſhine before men, that they ſeeing our 
good works, ſhall glorify our heavenly 
father.“ But the time allotted for this 
diſcourſe will not * us to enlarge on 

8 

Perhaps ſome may think, that the pic- ; 

ture here given of that purity and eleva- 

tion of heart, which becomes an inſtruct- 
or of mankind, is too high, and far be- 
| yond the life. But ſurely it muſt be on- 
ed, that it is our duty to aim at the high- 
elt pitch of virtue attainable in this preſent 
ſtate. And a little attention may convince 
us, that we are capadle of arriving at in- 
comparably higher ĩmpreſſions of God and 
divine things than we commonly feel. 


3 We may, by due care, and the aids of di- 5 


vine grace, riſe to a pitch of eſteem, ad- - 
miration, love and joy in the contempla- 
tion of God, compared with which our 
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ordinary ſentiments and feelings are but 
ke the faint impreſſion made upon our 
minds by the idea of the ſun when abſent, 
compared with what we are conſcious of, 


when webehold him ſhining in all his glo- 


ry. Nay, is it not matter of wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, that we who believe, we 
who inculcate upon others, that there is 
almighty power, infinite wiſdom and per- 
ſect goodneſs, perpetually preſiding over 
the univerſe, and engaged on the fide of 
righteouſneſs and righteous perſons, is it 
not, I ſay, very amazing, that by this be- 
lief our ſouls are not raiſed into a perpe- 


tual tranſport of joy and wonder, to ſome- 


thing tranſcendently higher, than we have 
yet felt, than we can well expreſs by all tbe 
power of language? ſurely it muſt appear 
very ſurpriſing to thoſe who conſider 
things calmly, that we who preach to 0- 


ters, that life and immortality are 


_ © brought to light by the goſpel,” and who 
profeſs to entertain the firm and unſhaken 

hope of another and better life, are not 
eſtabliſhed by that glorious hope in an un- 
Interrupted and delightful exaltation of 
foul, above all thoſe things which engroſs 
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the hearts and employ the whole lives of 
worldly men. Can there be a more elevat- 
ing, a more triumphant expectation, than 
that of living for ever in the abodes of per- 
fect knowledge, virtue, and happineſs ? 
is it not the natural effect of ſuch a glori- 
ous hope, to deaden in us the love of this 
vain world, and make us pant after a bet- 


ter? *1 John ii. 3. Every man that hath 


* this hope in him purifieth himſelf even 
© as he is pure.” Let us endeavour then, 
by the proper helps of retirement, medi- 
tation and prayer, to attain clearer views 
of the Deity, and of divine things, to feel 


higher impreſſions of their worth and ma- 


jeſty, and to grow daily more convinced 
of their reality and importance, and of the 
joy and happineſs that ariſe from the love 
and contemplation of them. 
But let none conclude from whar 1 is 
ſaid, that it is the duty of a miniſter of the 
goſpel to devote his whole life to contem- 
| plation, to retire from the world, and 
maintain as little converſe with mankind 
as an hermit ſhut up in his cell. By no 
means. The moſt perfe& character of a 
teacher of true religion is, that of one who 
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lives among mankind, converſes with 


tbem, and at the ſame time retains as much 
purity of mind,and diſcovers as much diſ- = 


engagement of heart from the world, as if 


de were entirely ſeparated from it. For 
ſuch a man is fitted to moderate the deſires 
of worldly things in the reſt of mankind, 
to lower their high notions of the excel- 
| lence and happineſs which they imagine 
do ariſe from the poſſeſſion and enjoyment 
of them, to diſplay the ſuperior worth and 
importance of thoſe things which are ſpĩi - 
ritual and divine, and to {ſpread a ſenſe of 
God and religion wherever he goes, and 
with whomſoever he converſes: that this 
is the proper character of a teacher of true 
religion, is very evident: for this was the 
character of Jeſus. 


Before I finiſh this part of the diſcourſe 


concerning that temper of mind, which is 
in a peculiar manner becoming us who 


are miniſters of the goſpel, and highly n- 
_ ceſſary to qualify us to fulfill the duties 
of our ſtation, I muſt mention one impor- 


tant virtue, which ſhould be cultivated 


with the greateſt care, and raiſed to its 
| higheſt pitch, and that is, an unfeigned 


c 
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| good-will and kind affeQion to our bre - 


thren of mankind. For this purpoſe, let 


us eonſider them in all thoſe tender views, 


which may contribute to endear them to 


us, not only as children of the ſame great 


parent of all, and as partakers of the ſame 
nature, but as creatures, fallen and de» 


graded ; in the ſame ſtate of ignorance, 


corruption and guilt; as exiles in theſame 
place of baniſhment from our native 


country, as fellow-ſufferers in the ſame 


i ſcene of miſery and diſtreſs, as being e · 
3 qually liable to all the pains and calami- 
ties of this life, and equally ſubject to the 

| ſtroke of death; as fellow - travellers to- 

FU wards the ſame unſeen world, as folowers 
ot the ſamegreat leader, and as having all 


the difficulties and hardſhips of our ſtrug - 


gling ſtate of pilgrimage, ſweetned with 


hopes which depend on the ſame great 
friend and benefactor of human kind, e- 
ven the hopes of mingling with the divine 
aſſembly above, and there triumphing for 
ever over all the miſeries of this mortal 
ſtate. And if we lay open our ſouls to 
the full power of theſe intereſting views 
of our fellow-creatures, we ſhall ſoon feel 
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our hearts ſtreaming out towards them in 
ſuch a ſtrong flow of tenderneſs and bene- 
volence, as will extinguiſh the pride and 
_ vanity that is apt to ariſe from the little 


accidental advantages one man has above 
another. How is it poſlible, that our 
| hearts ſhould ſwell with pride, upon the 


account of any little tranſient ſuperiority, 


_ when we reflect that we are all on a level 


in ſo many important cireumſtances, and 
| that al worldly didändton, will ſoon be 


| annihilated? 


 *[iafromthele views tooofourChriti- - 
an brethren, that we ſhall feel our hearts 
melted down into a mild and forgiving 


' temper. Has any one injured us? let us 
conſider mankind in a juſt light, and it 


will immediately ſtrike us, that the inju - 
ry was done either thro' ignorance, or the 


of ſome ungovernable paſſi- 


on. In both which caſes, he chat did the 


' wrong is more properly an object of pity 


and compaſſion, than ofanger and reſent» 

ment. Beſides, how can we continue im- 
placable to others for thoſe miſtakes and 
| „ Sogn pune ns. which 
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To which we may add, as a thing of 


great importance, that it is from conſider- 


ing our brethren in theſe endearing views, 
that we ſhall feel ourſelves inſpired with 


the principles of true Chriſtian moderati- 
on. When we obſerve others differing 

from us in opinion about leſſer points; 

or even, as it appears to us, erring from 


the truth in more important matters, it 


vill immediately occur to us, we are all 


in a ſtate of much darkneſs, and equally 


liable to miſtakes and errors. If we re- 


volve this one thought in our minds with 


due attention, it can ſcare fail to ſoften 


our hearts, and move us rather with pity 
than paſſion and bitterneſs. Reallove and 


_ affectionate ſympathy, and juſt views of 


human nature, will lead us to reſlect on 
all that vaſt variety ofcircumſtances, which 
may prevail on honeſt and worthy minds, 


to embrace opinions widely different from 


thoſe which we have eſpouſed ; and con- 
ſequently will inſpire us with an abhor- 
rence of the unchriſtian practice of repre- 
ſenting their miſtakes and deſigns, as 
worſe than they really are, and of judging 
Gs + Sa 
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and deſiring or endeavouring to expoſe 
them to ill-uſage in this. In one word, 
real love will invariably incline us to 
make the largeſt allowances for the infir- 
mities of mankind, to judge charitably of 


the honeſty and ſincerity of their hearts 
and intentions, and to be more forward 


to proclaim their virtues than their mi- 


ſtakes and failings. 


Further, one great advantage, ariſing 
from a mild and moderate conduct, is, 


that it places us in the moſt favourable ſi- 


tuation for rectifying the miſtakes and er- 
rors of thoſe, who have unhappily fallen 
into them. As long as we diſcover a real 


tenderneſs for their intereſt and charac- 


ters, we may juſtly hope they will heark- 
en to our reaſons, and lay open their 
minds to conviction. But fo ſoon as we 
| betray anger and bitterneſs, or uſe them 
| harſhly, we thereby prevent all the effect 


of the ſtrongeſt arguments. When we ſee, 


for inſtance, youth, thro' a fondneſs for 
novelty, and the raſhneſs to which that 


ſeaſon of life is liable, hurryed away to eſ- 


pouſe new opinions with great vehe- 
mence, and throw off eſtabliſn d doctrines, 
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: before they have time to conſider and un - 


derſtand them; if we then diſcover paſſi · 
on and reſentment, we can never hope to 


have any power over their minds. But if 


we ſhow them by the whole courſe of our 


behaviour, that we retain a ſincere good- 
Will to them, and a hearty concern for 


their intereſts ; we may then perhaps pre- 


_ vail upon them to liſten to our reaſon- 

_ ings, and to ſuſpend their forming any 

_ fixed judgment about the matter, until 
cooler thought, and more thorough exa- 

mination make them fitter judges of 

things. The experience of mankind juſti· 

ſies this obſervation, a man of wiſdom 

and moderation ſometimescoavinces and 

reclaims thoſe who have been milled, but 


the wrath of man never works the righ- 


© teouſneſs of God, nor can he ever hope 


to ſucceed in his deſigns, who acts count - 
er the meek and humble ſpirit of our bleſ- 


| ſed Saviour. This deſerves the ſcrious - 
_ conſideration of all friends to truth and 
virtue, and eſpecially of thoſe who, are 


any- way concerned in the education = 


the cilng generation. . . 
beben that gener vien tau E 
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preſented to us above, will naturally lead 
ut forward to conſider our reſpective con- 


; gregations, in a nearer and more intereſt= 


ing point of light, even as a certain por- 
tion of thoſe fellow · travellers committed 


to our care thro? this journey of human 


| life, and, by the appointment of provi- 


dence, eſpecially intruſted to us for direc- 
tion, aſſiſtance and conſolation», When 
we view our people in this new and en- 
dearing relation, as depending on us for 
| Inſtruction, when ignorant; for help, 
when diſtreſſed, and for comfort when af - 
fflicted, we muſt be very inſenſible if we do 
not feel a new flow of good-will towards 

them, a ſtrong inclination to enter into 
their concerns, to take their pains and 


feelings upon us, and to watch for op- 


portunities of doing them good. What 
tho' kind offices among them ſhould take 
up much time, require much pains, put 
vs to much real trouble and inconveni- 

| ence, rob us of many agreeable amuſe- 
ments, and greatly interrupt delightful 
And uſeſul ſtudies? ſenſe of duty, love to 
our people, and the pleaſure of doing 
good will reconcile us s to all theſe hard- 


oo a MINISTER 38 
flips; A juſſ ſenſe: uf the important re- 
lations we ſtand in to our reſpective flocks, 

and a genuine feeling of that tender affec+ 
tion which is due to them will not allow 
us to heſitate one moment, whether that 
| part of our time is moſt worthily employ- 
ed which.is taken up in doing real offices | 
df friendſhip among them, or that part 
of it which is — peruſing the ſineſt 
vritings of men of the greateſt genius that 
ever appeared in the world, or in poliſh- 
ing any little compoſitions of our own. 
Is the arranging of words, the meaſuring 
of periods, the beautifying of language, 
or even ſtoring our on minds with the 
divineſt ſentiments, an employmentof e · 
qual dignity and importance in itſelf, or 
_ equally pleaſant on reflection, with that 
of compoling differences, extinguiſhing 
animoſities, ſearching out modeſt indigent 
merit, and relieving it, comforting a me- 
lancholy heart, giving counſel to a per- 
plexed mind, ſuſpending pain by our ſym- 
pathy and preſence, tho it were but for a 
moment, ſuggeſting to an unfurniſhed 
mind proper materials for meditation in 
the time of diſtreſs, or lying bokd at's ; 
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favourable opportunity afcdnveying va“ 
luable inſtructions and religious impreſ- 

ſions to a mind little ſuſceptible of them 
on other occaſions & there is no need of 
| ſaying any thing in confirmation of this; 
it was the glorious character of Jeſus, 
© thin went ebout floing gaod.5: bh 
— — : 
cheriſh, a real and tender affeftion to the 
people comtnitted to our care, let us con» 
ſider that it muſt greatly increaſe our pow - 
er of doing them good: a ſincere good- 
will expreſſed by a conſtant ſeries of kind 
_ offices, ia the ſureſt method of gaining the 
lote und confidence of mankind : it is a 
powerful charm, which hardly ever fails 
menneſt as well as thoſe of the greateſt ca · 

pacity, perceive it, and feel its force : e- 

ven thoſe who could not be won by any 

ether methods, and who were perhaps de- 

_ termined to doſpiſe and. neglect us, ot 

thbwart / unn dur deſigus, Vill not be able 


when we have onet been ſo happy as to 
. 


oF A MINISTER. 33 
Ly ple, it muſt be our own fault if they are 
not much bettered by us; for we have 
then ready acceſs to their hearts; and 
our inſtructions either in public or private : 
| will be liſtened to with pleaſure, and im- 
3] bibed with eagerneſs: and our reproofs 
| | andadmonitions when flowing from love, 
Y will be received not only without ent- 
ment, but with ſtrong deſires of amend 
ment: ſo that we may ſucceed even be - 
VvVond our expectations in promoting the 
eternal as well as temporal intereſt of the 
people of whom we have the charge. But 
let us remember not to abuſe their conſi- 
dence, by making uſe of it to carry on 
dur own worldly deſigns, or to feed our 
vanity with their applauſes, but employ 
it only for the noble and divine purpoſes 
of rendering them daily wiſer, better and 
happier. 
- To conclude the illuſtration of this 
| firſt rule, let us who are the miniſters of 
the goſpel of Jeſus, carefully ſtudy that 
blameleſſneſs of life, and that peculiar caſt | 
and turn of inward character, without 
which we can never diſcharge the duties 
of our important ſtation, with pleaſure to 
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ourſelves, or advantage to others. And, 
in order to this, we mult learn to dread 
and cautiouſly avoid that rock on which 
many (ſplit. The reſting ſatisfied with 
an imaginary excellence of outward cha- 
racer, while they are conſcious they poſ- 
ſeſs but very low meaſures of that inward 
excellence, which alone can render them 
beautiful in the eye of God. Is it not al- 
moſt incredible, that reaſonable beings 
| ſhould labour fo induſtriouſſy and un- 
 weariedly to embelliſh and expoſe to view 
an imaginary ſelf, whoſe ſole exiſtence is 
in the idea or breath of others, while they. 
ſtupidly negle& to improve and adorn 
the real ſelf within their own boſoms ? 
yet, ſtrange as it is, daily obſervation puts 
it beyond all doubt, that great numbers 


of men endeavour, with the greateſt e- 


gerneſs, to crowd the appearances of all 
noble endowments and real virtues into 
their outward character, while they have 


not ſo much as made one ſincere and vi ·- 


_ gorous effort to better their inward man. 
ls not this conduct juſt as vain and ridi- 
_ culous, as if a man ſhould be at the ut- 
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male the whole world admire and a 
it as his exact likeneſs, while at the ſame 
time it had not the leaſt reſemblance of 
him; and his only ſafety from the utmoſt 
contempt, lay in hiding himſelf, and ne- 
ver allowing any one to compare the real 


uglineſs anddeformity of his perſon with 


the comelineſsand beauty of his pretend- 
ed image? 

. I remember a paſſage of an ancient au- 

thor, in which this folly of mankind is re- 


preſented in a very dung light; © I have 


| * often wondered, ſays he, how it ſhould 


N _ © nothing by himſelf, but what be ſhould : 
_ © preſently ſpeak. out, no man would be 
« able to endure it for ſo much as one day. 


Thus we fear more what our 


will think of vs, than what we think | 
© and know of ourſelves.” | 
. awe weke frond mis. 

in che text, © Take heed tothy doftrine.” 
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| What is neceſſary for explaining and il | 
| luſtration of this rule plainly ariſes from 
what has been ſaid on the former. The 
proper improvement ofthe underſtanding 
already mentioned, will fit us for teaching | 


the doctrines of religion: and the purity 


of the heart already deſcribed prepares 
and diſpoſes us to inculcate the morals _ 
and duties of it. 


I. As to thedoctrines of religion. rom 
the diligent and impartial ſtudy of the ho- 


ly ſcriptures and natural religion, we ſhall 
 bequalified to teach all thoſe truths which 


are diſcoverable only by revelation, as 


well as thoſe which the light of reaſon and 
revelation conſpire to diftate. It cannot 

be called in queſtion, but that by this rule, 

of taking heed to our doctrine, a prin- 
cipal thing required of us is to declare 

the whole ſcheme of Ghriſtianity ſo far as 


it is revealed, without any mixture of 
human invention, in that plainneſs and 


ſimplicity in which it is delivered in the 
holy ſcriptures. That we may do this 


with greater faithfulneſs and impartiali- 


ty, we mult not repreſent Chriſtianity as 
; — Ragand me- 
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taphyſicaltraths linked together in a cer | 


tain order, andin a certain form of words 


of human contrivance; but as a ſet of 
important facts, or remarkable ſcenes of 
the great plan of providence, in which 
mankind are deeply intereſted, and which 


could not have been brought to light but 
by immediate revelation. When Chriſti- 
anity is repreſented in this view, it will 


not only make it more eaſily underſtood, 
but alſo more eaſily defended againſt the ; 
2 of its adverſaries. 


Thus, that mankind are at preſent i in 


a a ſtate of ignorance, guilt and corrupti- 
on, is a fact ſeen, felt and acknowledged. 


That Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour is the only 
begotten Son of God, is delivered in ſerip- 
ture, in an eaſy manner, as a plain fact, 
1 Johniii. 16. God fo loved the world, 
© that he ſent his only begotten ſon, etc. 


Feb. i. 5. To which of the angels ſaid 
be at any time, Thou art my ſon, this 

day have [ begotten thee.” Itis further 
: revealed to us, Col. i. 15, 16. that he 


© is the image of the inviſible God, the 


fit - born of every creature, for by him 


* all things were created, that are in hea- 
WP W a cop 
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_ © the Word was with God, and the Word 
_ © was God, John i. 1.* Who can venture 


thoſe characters in their full, proper and 
| higheſt ſenſe may be aſcribed ? who can | 


38 CHARACTER 
© yen, and that are in can, vidble and 
. of all prin- 


and powers, Col. ii. 10. And 
was the Word, and 


to deny any of theſe fats, and to aſſert 
there is' no perſon exiſting to whom all 


ed the whole univerſe, on bv 7 
that no ſuch perſon exiſts? Who has pre- 


| Famption enough to affirm that be has fen 
— through all the poſſibilicies of things, and 
— <ptabees, Monenetens Aras 


perſon can exiſt? 


bes the Word was made fleſh,” is 
mentioned in ſcripture as another fact. 


His incarnation is no doubt a myſterious 


: miraculous thing. Is not the incarnation 
 ofany ſpiritual being an incxplicable thing 
to us, and quite beyond the teach of our 


faculties? that he tavght us the will of 


God by his doQrine,and ſet us a pattern of 


virtue in his life, is another ſimple 


mutter oſ ſact eaſily comprehended, That 


JET 
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by his humiliation, ſufferings and death 
| he made atonement for the ſins of men; 
hat as a reward of his extraotdinary o- 
bedience and ſufferings, he is exalted g. 
dove every 41 ; exerci- | 
ſes a real, cho inviſible, dominion over 
| the world, and that he will come to 


82 
ruption and guilt, to have it made Kom 
eee, that, 
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in the original plan of the divine govern · 
ment, there is a remedy provided for their 
misfortunes? how comfortable and re- 
Joieing is the diſcovery, that there is a 
particular diſpenſation of providence car- 
| Trying on by the Son and Spirit of God, 
for the recovery and ſalvation of man- 
kind, who are in a ſtate of apoſtacy and 
ruin? does it not mightily concern us to 
know thoſe duties, and inward acts of re- 
| ligion which are due to Jeſus Chriſt tine 
Mediator, and the Holy Ghoſt the guide 
and ſanctifier of mankind ? is it not be- 
| yond all contradiction, a matter of un- 
| ſpeakable importance, to have it confirm- 
ed to us by an infallible revelation, that 
this whole univerſe is one vaſt and im- 
mortal empire, of which God is the king 
and head; and thatvirtueand devotion 
 arethegreat, the ſtanding, and everlaſting 
laws of this great kingdom, to which all 
rational beings ought to pay a voluntary 
ſubjection? can it be denied to be of the 
| higheſt conſequence to us, to have the 
23 branches of theſe immutable 
, delivered to us by a meſſenger from 


advantage to have all theſe rules of life | 


_ exemplified in a perfect pattern, by one 
clothed with mortality, and, who was in 
© all points tempted like as we are, and 


verſally 
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and not to beleft to gather them from an- 


cient traditions of an uncertain ſource, 


from long deduQions of human reaſon- 


ings, from the admonitions of philoſo- 


| phers, or even from the dictates of our 
own hearts, where there are ſuch great 


mixtures of impurity ? is it not a mighty 


© yet without ſin? isit not a thing of uni- 
acknowledged importance, to 
have it aſcertained to us by one who came 
from the ſpiritualand unſeen world, that 


| the righteous ſhall live there in immortal 


happineſs and glory, and that the wick- 


| ed and diſobedient ſhall be thruſt down 
to a place of everlaſting puniſhment? is 
it not of importance to the world, that 
theſe great truths of Chriſtianity ſhould 


be imprinted on the minds of the preſent 


race of men, and tranſmitted down to 
ſucceeding generations! is there a ſuc- 


ceſſion of teachers appointed in theChriſti- 
an church for this very purpoſe? let us 
then bethink ourſelves, how we ſhall an - 
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ſwer to the world, to our own conſcen 
ces, and toGod the judge of all, if we fail | 
in tis great branch of our duty. 
II. As to che duties of religion. This 
rule; 5 Take heed to thy doctrine, re- 
5 us to take heed how we teach the 
of the goſpel. That purity and e- 
levation of heart which was recommend- - 


ed under the former rule, will both qua- 


lf anddiſpoſe us to teach and incultate 
the whole of practical religion 
and 
: fetion mtainable by mankind. Tis of 


Nen conſequenee, 
— thceyer ofmenkind; 4. 


ſor nothing can be moredangerous,than to 
lower and accommodate it to the prevail 

_ Ingraſtes or opinions of a degenerate age. 
I ve come low, men will fatisfy them- 
ſelves with fomething ſtil loser. Our 


© ſet, as your — 20 


: 4 Thon ſhalt love the Lordthy God with 
© alt thy heart, and with all thy foul, and 
hy with all thy we Gerry 


in the higheſt piich of per- 


——_— 


oe 4;MINISTER. 43 

_ © neighbour as thyſelf, Matth. xxii. 37. 
39. His whole divine ſermon on the 
mount, is a ſummary of pure religion, 
freed from all thoſe corrupt gloſſes and 


abatements, which had been intraduced 


to favour the z0ns of the buman 
beart; and his life is a ſtanding and viſte 
ble pattern of the higheſt and pureſt vir- 
te. Now, tho' we cannot expect that 
mankind will ever arrive, in this tate of 
imperſection, to a perfect conformity to 
the divine law; yet it is of great uſe to 


ſet the ſublime ſtandard full in their view. 


For we can never unvail to mankind in 


2 © clear manner, their hidden bypocriſy 


and corruption, check the growth of their 
ſeeret pride, beget in them bumility and 
— lowlineſs of mind, and lead them to value 
— juſtly the joyful doctrine of Chriſtiani- 
ty, that God accepts of fincerity, inſtead 

_ ofperſettion, thro the propitiation of je- 

_ fus, unleſs we give them a full view of 

_ thepurity and perſection of thedivine law, 
and direct them to compare themſelves 
them, how far they fall below it. Beſides, 
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of ſincerity, as a term of our acceptance 
wich God, in ſuch a way as that it ſhall 
not be liable to many dangerous abuſes, 
unleſs we repreſent a perpetual aim, and 
| endeavour at an higher degree of perfecti- 
on as the very eſſence, or at leaſt, an in 
| ſeparable property of it. Neither can we 
carry Chriſtians forward in a conſtantpro- 
greſs toward perfection, unleſs we ſhow 
them ſome pitch of it which they have 
not yet attained, to excite their deſires 
and animate theic eadugroue. — 
pr not levee this head with- 


curedfivetng, that when we have ſet be- 


fore our hearers the pureſt and higheſt 
ſtandard of religion, it is our duty at the 
| ſame time to admoniſh them not to rely 
too far on it. Men may have the juſteſt 

and ſublimeſt ideas of virtue and religion, 
and yet remain under the power of their 
_ guilty paſſions. Nay perhaps it is eaſier 
to frame the higheſt ideas of what is our 


- duty in every circumſtance of life, than 


to practiſe the loweſt: all our ideas are 

only pictures or images of things in our i- 

magination; and what appears fair and 
beautiful to men in the theory, they are 
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inclined to believe niuſt have the poſſeſſi - 
on of their hearts, and a mighty influence 
on their lives. But in this they are often 
fatally miſtaken ; for when we look around 
us in the world, there is nothing more ob- 
ſervable, than that many who have form- 
ed. the pureſt and worthieſt conceptions 
of the divine perſections, continue in a 
great meaſure void of thoſe devout affec- 
tions of heart which are due to them: in 
| like manner, many of thoſe who diſplay in 
_ their diſcourſes and writings, the juſteſt 


nnd nobleſt views of the native excellence 
of virtue and its importance to the happi- 


neſs of mankind, make very 
diſcoveriesin their life, that it has ſcarce a- 
ny power over their hearts: as therefore 
they are apt to deceive themſelves, fond- 
ly imagining that theſe things are inſepa- 
_ rably connected together, which daily ob- 
ſervation and experience convinces us 
are widely diſtant, it is certainly the buſi- 
neſs of thoſe who are appointed their in- 
 ftructors, to guard them againſt ene 
n MOEN 
Again, the goodneſs Mo 


und expected rom us bythe bote 
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mauſtlead us to remark with great concern, 
the manifold failures of mankind in the 
great duties of religion; and 

particularly to obſerve thoſe failures 
wich are moſt remarkable, and undiſpu - 
| ted in the age or place of the world in 
which we live. Do we live in an age, 


when devotion is fallen into diſrepute, 


E when whole ſets of men diſcover many 
marks of indifference, and contempt of 


all ferious appearances. of trae religion, 
and look upon pious diſpoſitions as un- 


neerſſury, or ſuperfluous ingredients of a 


— wortby character. In ſuch a fituation of | 
us to ſuit our inſtructions to the temper 
of the age, and to dwell npon it ſtrong- 
ly, that adoration, eſteem, love, grati- 
_ tude, truſt and confidence are as really 
due to God, as good-will and acts of be- 
. neficence are due to men; that the rela- 
at feaſt as real and immutable, as the re- 
| That the pureſt and moſt durable joys of 
human life ariſe from che love of God, 
and an unbounded truſt and confidence. 


XXX WD FP 


in his providence; nay, that without the 
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love of God and truſt in his goodneſs, 


there is a thick darkneſs ſpread over all 
| things, and all rational ſecurity of joy is 


quite deſtroyed; that truth, integrity, 


and charity, and all the ſocial virtues muſt 
want their great ſupport, when there is 


no hope, no truſt in an almighty being 
who delights in theſe virtues, and is the 


preſent friend, and will be the eternal re- 


warder of thoſe who uniformly practiſe 


them; and that the want of juſt and ra. 


tional piety towards God, whatever - 
ther virtues we may boaſt of, certainly 
teovs adminiſtration." 


|  Belideswhatis already ſaid concerning = 
the neceſſity and advantages of true de- 


votion, there remains another conſidera- 
tion of yery great importance, namely, 
that not only the ſtable and uniform prac- 
tice of all the virtues, but alſo the 

and perſection of them in the eye of God, 
depend in a great meaſure on a 

ſenſe of infinite perfeQion, and what is 
due to it. For the illuſtration of this 
point, let us ſuppoſe a man, whoſe cha- 


f 8 juſtice, - 
with all the public virtues, zeal for the 


— — ———— 
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racter is not only beautify d with all the 


ty, temperance, fortitude ; but alſo 


_ common good of ſociety, unwearied la- 

| bours to promote it, and joy in the eſta- 
bliſhment and advancement of it: if ſuch 
a perſon ſhould contemplate his virtues 


with a ſelfiſh kind of delight, as his own 


productions, and the fruits of his own la- 
bour and induſtry, inwardly valuing him- 


ſelf on account of them, and ſeeretly tri- 


5 umphing in his ſuperiority to others, is 
it not evident, that this mixture of vani- 


ty and ſelf-applauſe would greatly ſully | 
the beauty and diminiſh the worth of the 
character, in the judgment of God and e- 
very good being? now, is there any ſuch 


effetual method of bearing down that 


ſelf.admiration, and ſelf complacency, 
which is ſo apt to ariſe from the view of 


any little excellencies we poſſeſs, as com- 
paring them with the infinite perfeions 


of the divine nature, (which muſt make 
them almoſt quitediſappear,) and the ha- 


bitual acknowledging from the bottom of 


our hearts, that it ĩs God, who makes us 


ä ²— u 
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ab from ccherk)ephpatties 


all thoſe virtues and talents, of which we 


are ſo unjuſtly proud, and which we ſo 
'vainly and fooliſhly aſzribe to ourſclves ? 


does not the viewing our graces, attain- 
ments and accompliſhments in this light, 


ſhow us thereaſonableneſs, and equity of 


aſcribing to God, and not to ourſelves, 


all the praiſeand glory of them? we ought 

therefore to inſiſt upon it, as an impor- 

tant and eſſential principle of religion, 

hat as every good thing comes from God, 

it ſhould be referred to him, and the whole 
honour and glory of it ſincerely and per- 


petually aſcribed to him: and that with- 
out this, there can be no perſect humility, 


no thorough greatneſs of ſoul, no ſtable, 


pure, diſintereſted virtue, no character 
intirely worthy and acceptable in the fight 
of him whoſe judgment is always accord- 
ing to truth. That this is not mere ſpe- 


culation, unſupported by experience and 


obſervation, might be made evident, if 


it would not protract the diſcourſe too 


much : for upon a cateful examination 


of the hiſtory of antient and modern ages, 


it would appear that thoſe who have been 
E 


= 
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celebrated for a pure, diſintereſted and ſta- 
ble integrity and public ſpirit, were alſo 
remarkable for a pious veneration of the 
Deity,anda humbleacknowledgment that 
their virtues, talents and ſucceſſes were 
intirely owing to the goodneſs of his pro- 
vidence. That theſe conſiderations may 
have the greater weight, we muſt repreſent 
to our hearers in the ſtrongeſt manner, 

that they are founded on the authority of 


divine revelation, and on this grand and 


undeniable truth, that the infinite good- 
neſs of God is the ſource of our exiſtence 
and virtues, and of all that is great, love- 
ly or good in any part of this vaſt uni- 
| verſe, © From the father of lights cometh 
every good and perfect gift, and there-_ 
fore, not unto us; not unto us, but to 
him be the glory. 
Further, it may be of s uſe to 
reſent the various acts of religion, in 
thoſe amiable and inviting lights which 
may touch the heart. Thus, how plea- 
fant a ſcene mult it be, to behold a perſon. 
of undoubted worth and virtue withdrawn 
from the noiſe and hurry of worldly af- 
fairs, all alone, ſilent, and ſolemn, lifting 
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up his eyes to heaven, and fixing his 
thoughts on God his maker, deyoutly ac- 
knowledging him with the warmeſt gra- 
titude, as the author of his being, the pre- 
| ſerver of his life, the fountain of his pre- 
ſent enjoyments, and the grand founda- 
tion of his future hopes, praying him to 
forgive his ſins, to teach him his will, and 
to guide him forward in the paths of up- 
rightneſs; and reſigning himſelf without 
reſerve to the diſpoſal of his providence, 
and ſettling his mind in perfect peace by 
truſting firmly in him. Again, let us 
| ſuppoſe a family living in peace, harmo- 
ny, and the uniform practice of all virtue, 
regularly uniting their hearts and voices 
in hymns of praiſe to God with every 
- morning's light, and when the ſhadows 
of the evening are ſtretched out, recalling 
their thoughts from the world, by a ſong 
of praiſe to him, who makes the outgo- 
* ings of the evenings and the mornings 
to rejoice : and then laying themſelves 
* down to ſleep in peace, becauſe their 
God ſuſtains them. Let us likewiſe ſup- 
poſe larger and more numerous ſocieties 
meeting together in religious aſſemblies, 
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to pay their joint homage and adoration 

to the great parent of all, to celebrate his 
univerſal and never-failing goodneſs in 


joyful ſongs of praiſe, and to offer up br 


their united and fervent prayers, that he 
may perpetually diſpoſe them to walk up- 
rightly, that hemay * betothemaſunand 
* ſhield, may give them grace and glory, and 
© with-hold no good thing from them. 
Is there any thing unlovely or forbid- 
ding, any thing unworthy of human na- 


tture, in ſuch exerciſes ofdevotion ? ſhould 


ve have reaſon to be aſhamed, if we were 
found employed in them ? let us ſuppoſe 

ve knew a country in which private and 
public acts of pure religion were in repu- 
tation, and regularly performed with ſo- 

lemnity, ſincerity, and unaffected ardor ; 


| ould we not love that country, and 


_ almoſt wiſh we were ſo happy as to live 
in ſuch a joyful and devout ſociety ? 
Let us farther ſuppoſe, that theſe de- 
vout worſhi diſcoveredall the genu- 
ine marks 
tion in their countenances and outward 
t. Could we juſtly expreſs a 
_ contempt of them by calling them ſolemn 


ſymptoms of inward devo- 
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grimaces, and hypocritical airs ? has not 
true devotion its juſt and natural features 

and ſtgns in the human countenance, as 


well as the ſocial and friendly aſfections? 


| however ſome people, who pretend to un- 


the appearances and marks of devotion 


on the outward man; yet it mult be ac» 
| knowledged, even by thoſe who conſider 
things in no higher view than that of 
taſte, that to be able to obſerve the native 
and juſt features of real devotion, and to 
repreſent JN Fs ſtatuary or 


3 


thy genius. Theſe things are ſufficient - 


_ evidences, that it is the voice of mankind, 
that devout affections are no ways diſho- 
nourable to human nature. 8 
Further, if we feel the full power of 

pious diſpoſitions in our own breaſts, we 

ſhall be hence naturally led to make pa- 
thetical repreſentations of them to others. 
Have we many inward and filent work- 
ly ſtruck with the contemplation of the 
divine perſections diſplayed in his works, 
N 3 | : 
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and in the revelations of his will; are 
our hearts really penetrated with a ſenſe 


ol his grace and goodneſs ? are our ſouls 


warmed with gratitude, love, and praiſe; 
do we feel an entire reſt of mind on his 
providence and promiſes ? ſuch a perfect 
reſt of mind as baniſhes every diſturbing | 
thought, every anxious care, and produ- 
ces a ſettled tranquillity within our bo- 
 ſoms? can we triumph in the full ſecu- 
rity we have for all our valuable intereſts 
under his perfectly wiſe and righteous ad- 
miniſtration! is the belief that God is, 
L and is the rewarder of all thoſe who di- 
# ligently ſeek him; is this belief like 


an immoveable rock, on which we ſtand 


ſafe and happy, amidſt all the waves and 


dillows that can roar about us? are we 
_ continually gladned with the glorious 


hope, that in ſome future period of our 
exiſtence we ſhall know our God more 
fully, love him more ardently, and rejoice 
in him in a more ſure and triumphant 
manner? is this the inward ſtate of our 
minds; then we ſhall find ourſelves diſ- 
| poſed to embrace all occaſions of repre- 
ſenting theſe delightful feelings in their 
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warmth and emotion, that may convince 
others, they are the genuine ſentiments 
ol our hearts: we ſhall not be afraĩd or 
aſhamed to own them, but unfold them 
vith freedom and boldneſs; deſcribe them 
with a noble and manly aſſurance; and 
thus do our utmoſt to ſpread a ſenſe of re- 
ligion, in an unthinking and irregular age: 
whatever ridicule or contempt we may 


meet with; whatever names of ſuperſti- 


_ tious or viſionary enthuſiaſts may be be- 


ſtowed upon us, let us ſtand by it, and 
maintain to the laſt, that the joys of reli- 


gion are the ſun, the light, the life and 
the conſolation of our ſouls in all ſtates, 
and amidſt all the viciſſitudes of human 


affairs; nay, let us inſiſt upon it fre- 


quently and at full length, that the man, 
who can ſupport life without the rejoic- 


ing perſuaſion that there is an almighty 


being at the head of all things, who is 
engaged on the ſide of virtuous and holy 
| perſons, who befriends them while here, 
and will render them and their virtues im- 
mortal, illuſtrious and triumphant here- 
after, muſt either be quite inſenſible of 
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| the excellency of virtue, unconcerned'a+ 
| bout the eternal proſperity of thoſe who 
love itanddelightin it, or he muſt be ſo in- 
tirely immerſed in pleaſures, amuſements, 
or worldly purſuits, as never to have 


Thus let us count it our duty and honour, 
to be advocates for devotion in an age, 
when it is treated with ſo much indiffe- 
_ rence and contempt, uſing all that varĩe- 
ty of arguments in its behalf that reaſon, | 
revelation, or experience can ſuggeſt. 
And if devotion mult leave our land, let 

us have the monrnful honone of ſhowing 
amongſt us its laſt and parting ſteps, ſo 
that poſterity may be convinced it was 
not through the — f 
Pointed the guardians and preſervers of it. 
Again, do we live in an age, when o- 
ter ſets of men think meanly, and ſpeak 
contemptibly of truth, juſtice, charity, 


temperance, humility, and the reſt of the 


great virtues of the Chriſtian life? we muſt 
perpetually inculcate upon theſe, that no 
boundneſs in the faith, no ſolemnity of 


worſhip, no external oblervances, no 


flaſhes of devotion, no pretended inward 
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manifeſtations, no zeal how warm ſoever 
for public matters, can ever compenſate 
for the want of theſe eſſential ingredients 
of the ſpiritual life. And let us add, that 
on the practice of theſe virtues, the hap- 
pineſs of ſociety, and of individuals in a 
great meaſure depends. And to crown 
all, let us dwell upon it ſtrongly, that 
righteouſneſs, truth and goodneſs, are the 
chief glory of God himſelf, and what ren - 
ders him the worthy object of the love and 
worſhip of his reaſonable offspring; and 


_ therefore, theſe virtues mult be the brighits = 


5 eſt ornament of his rational creatures. 


Your time will not allow me to enter 


upon many other things very worthy of 
our conſideration, which belong to this 
rule of taking heed to our doctrine, nei- - 
ther will it permit me to enter upon the 


explication of the third rule; continue 


in them.“ Before I proceed to the mo- 
tives with which theſe rules are enforced, 
I I muſt beg to be allowed a few words con- 
cerning the mannerof our teaching, Here 


it muſt be our principal care to uſe plain- 


_ neſs and ſimplicity, earneſtneſs and ſinee- 
_ rity. We muſt have no other view but to 
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inſtruct and perſuade thoſe who liſten to 
us, laying aſide all affectation, all aims of 


gaining applauſe, or advancing any world. | 


ly intereſt. If we are actuated by any of 
theſe low motives, they will ſpoil the whole 
power, and prevent all the influence with 
which our diſcourſes might otherwiſe be 
accompanied. If we would preach with 
any juſt hope of ſucceſs, we muſt treat di- 
vine ſubjecls with ſuch ſincerity and ear- 
neſtneſs, as to forget ourſelves; and con- 
vince our hearers, that we have no other 
view in ſpeaking, but to ſtamp thoſe vir- 
tuous and pious impreſſions on their 


hearts, which we feel in our own. We 


muſt make it our perpetual care, to con- 
ine and fix the attention of the hearer to 
the ſubject, and not to the ſpeaker, by ne- 
ver ſuffering one turn of thought or ex- 
| preſſion to eſcape from us, that has no o- 

ther view, than to pleaſe and ſhine. We 
muſt avoid with a particular care all affec- - 
ation of ſine language, and a glittering kind 


of eloquence, which whatever uſeleſs ad- 


miration it may raiſe in weak judges,muſt 


produce great contemptin more judicious . 


ones. For thoſe who have a juſt taſte and 
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true diſcernment, know, that a gaudy and 
florid ſtyle, how ſoft and agreeable ſoever, 
can never either touch the heart, or com- 
municate diſtinct and ſtrong views of di - 
vine truths; if we would attain to true 
eloquence, we muſt cheriſh an inward 
ſenſe of the importance and excellency 
of ſacred truths, and cultivate a ſtrong 
feeling of all the virtues. For when our 
own hearts have once felt the warmth of 
divine things, it will be eaſy for us to 
trans fuſe it into the breaſts of others; the 
inward feelings of a good heart have a na- 
tural eloquence accompanying them, 
which can never be equaled by laboured 
and ſtudied ornament. The heart really 
and juſtly moved, never fails to dictate 
a language plain and eaſy, full of natural 
and continued vigour, which has nothing 
in it ſoft, nothing languiſhing, all is ner- 
vous and ſtrong, and does not ſo much 
pleaſe the ear, as fill and raviſh the ſoul. 


Further, let it be taken notice of as a thing 


of the utmoſt importance, that ſincerity 

alone, and a real deſire to inſtruct and 

_ perſuade, will baniſh all affeRation, either 
of ſentiment or language. This is evi- 
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dent from the condutt of mankind in all 


circumſtances where they are in earneſt: 
for inſtance, a wiſe, virtuous and pious | 
parent, when he has a near proſpect of 


entering into an inviſible world; and on- 


Iy ſo muck ſirength remaining as to eng- 
dle him to give his laſt and dying inſtruc- 
tions to his beloved children who ſtand 
weepingaround him, will he ſtudy to ex- 
| and induſtrionlly ſearch for glittering or- 
nament? ſurely he will not: or if he 
ſhould; how abſurd, nay, how ſhocking 
: and-monſitous would his conduct appear 
to every impartial ſpectator ! the appli- 
cation is eaſy, and there is no occaſion for 
inſiſting on it. Allow me to conclude this 
part of the diſcourſe with obſerving what 
has been hinted at above, that this divine 
eloquence cannot be acquired by human 
learning, and skill in the choice, and ar- 
rangement of words, but by a powerful 
feeling of what is great and good, produ- 
_ ced in us by the holy Spirit of God. 
| I come now to the ſecond general head 
| Propoſed, to conſider the motives enfor- 
eing the exhortation, and there are two of 


7 
r- 
of 


to embrace many 


nennen ws 
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them, 1. In doing this, thou ſhalt fave 


* thy own ſoul.” It is proper to obſerve, 


tat we are under two different forts of 


obligation, the one is to perform all thoſe 
duties which belong to our private ſtati- 
on, as we are men and Chriſtians, the o- 
ther is to perform fach dutics as belong to 
that public ſtation, wherein providence 


has placed us. Both of theſe are equally 


neceſſary to: complete a truly good and 
worthy character. Thus, tho' a judge 
ſhould be quite blameleſs in the whole te- 


nor of his private behaviour, yet, if he 


neglects, thro* careleſneſs and indolence 


ing juſtice, and of promoting the welfare 


of ſociety, by his influence and authori- 


ty, he would be highly blameable, perhaps 
as highly blameable, as if he had failed to 
do juſtice in private life, and could not 
reaſonably expect to eſcape that puniſh» 
ment from the great judge of all, which 
ſuch a criminal omiffion deſerves. In like 
manner, tho' a miniſter behaves himſelf 
with unſpotted virtue and innocence in 
private life, yet if he has no zeal for an- 
ſwering the end of his office, if he ſpends 
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chat time in indolence and idleneſs, or e- 
ven in acquiring real knowledge, which 
ought to have been employed in doing 
good offices among his people, or in pre- 
paring himſelf to inſtru them in a more 
convincing manner; he cannot expect 
that he ſhall be acquitted at the laſt, either 
by his own conſcience, or God who is 
kdefirvietobeconambered codmet- 
ter of great importance, and as a very aw- 
ful conſideration, that negligence or | 

leſneſa about the duties of our public le- 

tion, may have more dreadful conſequen- 
ces under the government of a righteous 
judge than we are ordinarily aware of. 
The criminal omiſſion or careleſs perfor- 
mance of the duties belonging to 1 


character and ſtation, may be as hurtſul to 


the great intereſts of mankind in this or 
another life, as poſiti ve acts of vice and 


Ip untighteovſacks : ſo that noneof uscan 


de aſſured, but they may be followed by 
as ſevere chaſtiſements in this world, or 
as dreadful puniſhments in another. If we 
allow the impreſſions of God and religion 


| bo wearout of our peoples minds, by our 


VV 


ua more careful preparaion might have | 
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careleſs or indifferent manner of inſtruct · 
ing them; ſeveral generations may paſs 


away before they can be renewed. If we 


ſow the ſeeds of folly and ſuperſtition a- 
mong them, through a blind miſtaken 


| zeal, it may take the labours of wiſe and 
good men for ſeveral ages to root them 


out. May not that long train of miſchiefs 


which take their riſe from our negligence, 
or miſguided zeal, be juſtly charged upon 


us? if we either negle& to inſtruc our 
people, or miſlead them, can we be free 
from the blood of the preſent or ſacceed- 


ing generations? 


When therefore we aſcend our pulpits, | 


behold a liſtning congregation around us, 


let us ask ourſelyes ſeriouſly, as in the 
ſight of God, whether the doctrines we 


are intending to deliver have a real ten- 


dency to make them wiſer and better, to 
enlighten their minds, purify their hearts, 

or reform their lives? and if we are con- 

ſcious that their tendency is good, let us 
again ask ourſelves, whether we are about 
to utter ſuch powerful and ſtriking ſenti- 
ments, as the ſubje& will admit of, and 
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ſuggeſted to us? have we ſuch an affect · 
ing and commanding ſenſe of divine 
things on our minds, as will awaken and 
engage the attention of the hearers, efface 
the worldly impreſſions that have been 
made on their minds thro” the week, en- 
ter into their aſſections and inſpire them 
wich a contempt of earthly enjoyments, 


_ admiration of the things which are hea» 


venly and divine. And as to the gene- 
ral conduct of our lives, let us ſeriouſly 
ask ourſelves, have we done all we ought 
to have done, might have done to allevi- 
ate, or in ſome caſes to annibilate, and 
in many caſes entirely prevent many of 

the miſerics of our people, by tender oſ- 

ces of compaſſion, benevolence and hu- 
manity? or have we done all that might 
have been done by perſons in our circum- 
ſtances, and with our abilities (whatever 
| they are) to propagate a true ſenſe of vir- 
tucand religion among mankind? or have 
we done as much, as has been done this 
way by thoſe who were in as unfavoura- 
ble circumſtances, and had not ſuperior 
- abilities? can we pretend to faithfulneſs 
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: in cur office, if we do not honeſtly en- 
deavour to do our utmoſt to promote the 
welfare and happineſs of mankind ; or 
can we reaſonably expect the ſalvation of 
our ſouls, n 
moſt? 
The ſecond motive is, * That we hall 
© ave the ſouls of them that hear us. The 
former motive urges us to take heed to 
ourſelves and our doctrine for our own 
fakes: the latter is of a more generous 
and diſintereſted kind, recommending it 
to us to take care of ourſelves and doc- 


 trine for the ſake of others. I we feel he 


force of this double obligation, we ſhall 
watch over ourſelves with double care 
and diligence. As no thought can be more 
_ terrifying, than that the ſouls of mankind 
ſhould periſh; thro' the example of our un» 
holy lives, or through our careleſs or cor - 
rupt doctrine; ſo on the other hand, no 
_ conſideration can be more rejoicing and 


| triumphant, than that they ſhould be ſav- 
ed by means of that worthy example we 


ſet before them, and thoſe pure and hea- 
_ venly leſſons of virtue and piety we ho- 
- neltly impart to them. Since the ſoul of 

, * e 
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man is the moſt excellent piece of the di- | 
vine workmanſhip in this lower world, 


fince it ſurpaſſes far in dignity and excel- | 


lence the whole fabric of the viſible crea» 
tion, it muſt undoubtedly be a moſt glori- 


ous employment to promote its worth, 


its welfare, and eternal proſperity. It is 
Impoſſible to conceive a more divine em · 
ployment, than to maintain a command 


force of truth and virtue; for this is in 
ſome degree to reſemble God himſelf, the 
author and inſpirer of every nood and 
perſect gift: to be inſtrumental in making 
reaſon and virtue to prevail in the hearts 
and lives of mankind, is an office no leſs 
honourable than that of being a fellow- 
worker with God in his grand deſign of 
eſtabliſhing the happineſs of his creation. 
Beſides the dignity of the work itſelf, let 
us lift up our thoughts to the everlaſting 
honour and reward that attends it in the 
other world, For they that be wiſe ſhall 
! © ſhineas the brightneſs of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteouſ- 
© neſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever. To 
.eonclude, let us endeayour, in a humble 


and power over the minds of men by the 
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| dependanceon the holy ſpirit of God, who | 


favours and ſeconds every worthy deſign, 
to take ſuch care of ourſelves and of our 
doctrine, as that we may have © many to 
© be our crown of rejoicing at the com- 
© ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and may 
at laſt hear that joyful ſentence paſſed up- 
on us, * Well done, good and faithful 
h ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your 9 
Lord. „„ 1 
I am very ſenſible, that I ought to have 


acknowledged before this, my own unfit- 


neſs to ſpeak ſo much from this place, and 
with the air of an inſtructor, before fo 
_ diſcerning an audience, before ſo many 
reverend fathers and brethren, under 
whom it would have become me better to 

fit as a humble hearer. The task was nei- 

ther my choice, nor deſire, but impoſed 
upon me. I have endeavoured according 
to my ſmall ability, to repreſent a few 


things concerning the temper and duty of 


a miniſter of the goſpel, which appeared 
to me of great importance, and which I 
ind great need to inculcate frequently on 


my own mind: I ſhall rejoice, greatly | 


rejoice, if I be found to be the only one 


6 CHARACTER- | 
wits has vapraceabon'ts be reminded of 
-Y öl 
nud brethren to take heed how they teach, 
allow me now to call on you the people 
to take heed how ye hear: we may juſt- 
ly invite you to liſten to our inſtructions 
with an 9 — > Free 5 
intention to know the will of God that 
ye may do it. To this end hearken to us 


with humbleneſs of mind, with a deep 


| ſenſe of your want of divine knowledge, 


or at leaſt of your great need to have the 
impreſſions of divine things renewed and 


more deeply engraven on your hearts: 
| hearken to us alſo with a ſtrong ſenſe of 

your manifold hidden corruptions of 
heart, or at leaſt of your want of that pitch 


ol purity and ſpiritual-mindedneſs which 


becomes the followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 


In this favourable ſtate of mind, lay open 


your ſouls to the light of divine truth, 
and to the lively impreſſion of heavenly 
and eternal objects: ſeriouſly conlider 
what ye hear, and honeſtly apply it. The 
main hindrance to your receiving real ad- 
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want of that ſimplicity and honeſty of 
heart, which would lead you to conſider 
every rule of life, every admonition, eve» 
ry enforcement of duty, as ſomething that 
concerns yourſelves in particular, and 
may be of uſe to mend your hearts or bet- 
ter your lives. There is nothing more 


= obſervable among mankind, than a cer- | 


tain careleſs humour of looking upon re- 
ligious inſtructions, as not belonging to 
themſelves, but only to the reſt of the 
world. Perhaps indeed they will not en- 
tirely diſregard them: poſſibly they may 


liſten tothem wick pleaſure, treaſure them 


up in their memories, ſpeak of them after - 
wards with ſomething of warmth and ee 
motion, admire the: juſtneſs of them, ap- 
plaud the preacher, and expreſs great ſurꝰ 


prixe and wonder, that the reſt of man- 
kind do not apply them to correct the 


diſorders of their hearts and irregularities 
of their lives. But they never allow them · 
ſelves to reflect, that thoſe very inſtruQti- - 


ons which they apply to others, might be 


highly uſeful to themſelves. Conſider, 
that it is not enough that you approve of 
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plauſe will not ſatisfy a ſincere inſtruQor, 
be requires more ſubſtantial praiſe, your 


reformation and amendment: what a 
mortifying diſappointment is it to a faith- 
ful teacher, to meet with nothing but 
empty praiſe from his hearers, when he 


| intended, wiſhed and expected to have in- 


fpired them with worthy reſolutions, or 


engaged them in generous undertakings ! 


to conclude, remember that it will more 
effectually animate your miniſters in their 


rr __ 
there is one perſon in their ſeveral con- 


gregations liſtening to them with an ear - 


neſt defireto learn his duty, that be may = 
practiſe it, than to know that all the reſt 


are applanding them: and thatit will re- 


Joice their hearts more to find that they 

| have been ſo happy as to convey one im · 

| portant inſtruftion, or rivet one worthy 
impreſſion, than to be ſurrounded. wit 


the praiſes of the moſt numerous and diſ- 


| cerning audience. 


May the miniſters of the goſpel of je- 
ſus, be taught to teach, and you to hear 


in ſuch a manner, that we may be mutu · 
al comforts to one another in this preſent 
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world, and at laſt meet together in the di- 
vine aſſembly above, to live in immortal 
_ friendſhip with one another, and in eter- 
nal communion with Father, Son, and 

Holy Tu. Amen. 1 | 
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, 4. TP 
Ax, THAT YE ENTER NOT IN- © 
"TO TENPTATION. _ 


{ x HEN ve conſider that our bleſſed 


5 Saviour has commanded us to 
pray, directed us in what manner we ought 


do pray, and ſet us an example of frequent 


prayer in his on practices; itmuſtappeat 
ſurpriſing, that any who pretend to be his 
followers, ſhouid ĩndulge themſelves in a 

| determig'd contempt, or careleſs negleft,. 
ol this important duty. But, ſurpriſing 
as it is, a little i with what 


_ paſſes in the world, puts it beyond all 


ſpieuous example, of the great inſtructor 

of mankind, with regard to prayer, are 
ly, by ſome of thoſe who call themſelves 
his diſciples. To what cauſes can fack 
ſtrange inconſiſtency betwiat the profeſſi- 
on and practice of Chriſtians be aſcribed 2 

There may be many and various cauſes. 
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of it, according to the different turns of 
mens tempers, and purſuits in life. But 
as it would detain us too long, toenume- 
rate them all; let it ſuffice at preſent, to 


take notice of that, which every one who 
has reflected on what paſſes in the world 


in his own time, or has looked into the þ 
| hiſtory of former ages, muſt have obſer-= | 


—_—_— ———— 


| ved; namely, That the beſt things may = 


fall into diſrepute, and conſequently into 


_ diſuſe, for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
| they have been abuſed by the weak or the 

| artful and deſigning part of mankind. 
Thus, prayer, an excellent thing in itſelf, 

and a noble means of improving our ſouls = 
in every thing virtuous and praiſe; wor- 
thy, is ſunk into contempt among one 
part of the world, from this accidental 


n cireumſtance, hat weak and well-meaning 


8 — Sis on ths fe 


ject, tis hop'd n: by: -- 


have ſometimes ſullied — | 
ty, by a mixture of low ſuperſtition ; 
or, becauſe worldly and deſigning men 
have perverted it to ſerve their wicked 
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 thenarure of prayer; and to ſet it in its 

true light, by ſtripping it of all foreign 

po ſuperfluous circumſtances. 5 

In the ſecond place, to vindicateitfrom 
the objections commonly urged againſt it. 


Thirdly, to point out the advantages | ” 


whicls arifo from the ſincere and ſtedfuſt 
practice of it. ; 
Beſdre we enter upon the conlidernl> 
on of theſe heads, it is proper to obſerve,. 
that prayer is to be underſtood in a re- 
ſtrain d ſenſe in this diſcourſe; as ſigni» 


| fying chiefly that part of devotion com» 


monly called Petition; as diſtinguiſh'd 
from adoration ant thankſgiving, which 


ETD arefrequently comprehended in the mean 


ing of the word 

In order to anderftand the nature of: | 
prayer, let us take notice that the inward: 
acts of mind and heart exerted in it, from 
which the outward expreſſions. ſhould: 
flow, and by which they ſhould; be uni- 
mated, are principally theſe three follow-- 
ing. 5 ä . 
Feirſt, A lively and intimate perſuaſion 
* — © nao 
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| happineſs; md ac ne dud cates. 


upon our Maker for all we poſſeſs here, 


or hope to enjoy hereafter. That we are 
in a dependent and indigent, a dark and 
_ uncertain ſtate of being, is obvious on the 
firſt reflection: wediſcern, we feel in our- 
_ ſelves many marks of our dependence, 
| our indigence, and ignorance. We find 
— poſſeſſed of an exiſtence which, 
if we only regard this preſent life, is con- 
ind within very narrow bounds, and ex- 
tends only to a very ſhort period. We 
ſee all creatures about us continually diſ - 
appearing, after having ated their part 
but a few years on this ſtage: and we 


ce nnnot avoid expecting the ſame fate our- 


ſelves; that we muſt ſoon withdraw in- 
to darkneſs, and make room for others: 
| as we came into being without gur own 
choice or conſent, at the pleaſure of ano- 
ther; ſo we muſt depart out of this ſtate 
col being, at the command of him who ſent 
us into it; and even while we are allow- 
ed to continue here, we can neither F 

cure for ourſelyes all the good things we 
want and deſire, nor ſecure the poſſeſſion 
of what we already enjoy: we feel mani - 
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fold wants which we cannot ſupply: we 
groan under manifold imperfeQions and 
infirmities which we cannot remove; we 
are liable to innumerable dangers, many 
of which we do not foreſee; and from o- 
| ing us, we cannot deſend ourſelves. 
We are conſcious that we are not only in 
ſome inſtances weak and helpleſs; but 


things which nearly concern us. We 


| know not what ſhall befal us in our paſ- 


— fagethro' this life; nor at what time, in 
| what manner, or circcmſiances, we ſhall 


3 2 into another: nei- 
ther know we our ſtate, or employ- 
ment ſhall be in thoſe other regions, into 
which we muſt enter when we depart from 
this world. But the moſt lamentable and 


mortifying ignorance is ſtill behind, name - 


ly, ignorance of our duty, or the great. 
rule of life; ignorance of our true happi- 


neſs, and the way that leads unto it. Tho”. 


we have ſome general knowledge of our 
duty, from the light of reaſon and reve- 
lation; yet we find that we are not only 


in danger oferring, but frequently do err 


— — 


T—— BE oe ae 
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in applying general rules to particular ins 


ſtances of our conduct: daily experience” 


convinces us, that a regard to worldly 
22 


underſtandings, and — * ſuch falſe 
our behaviour, as 


judgments concerning 
_ neceſſarily leads us aſtray from the path 
ol life: and; ſurely, we have great reaſon: 
_ to dread the conſequences of a departure 
from the law of righteouſneſs, under the 


government of the rightevus-judge of all 


the earth. In like manner, tho we have 
ſome general and ſpeculative knowledge 


concerning our true happineſs, or chief 


5 good; yet our own experience, as well 


as obſervation ofthe world, may convince 


us, that our views of it are not ſo clear 
and ſtriking as, at all times, to prevent 


our purſuing falſe appearances of it: for 


diſappointed; finding thoſe things vain 
and unſatisfactory, i in which our fond i- 
magination had promiſed us happineſs ?' | 
We have no ſecurity” in ourſelves, that 

we ſhall not be guilty of the ſame tranſ- 
greſſions ofthe law of virtue, and the ſame 
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| departures from the path of happineſs, in 
the ſucceeding ſtages of our lives, that we 
have been, in the former ones. Now, e- 
very man who has ſeriouſly conſidered 
how wretched and helpleſs he is in himſelf, 
will find the neceſſity of flying out ofhim- 
ſelf, and of taking refuge in Him who 
| made him, and upholds him in being. 
Which leads us to the = 
Second act of the ſoul exerted in pray- 


er, namely, the lifting it up with the ut- 


molt ardor, to that greateſt and beſt of be- 
ings, who brought us into life, and afſign- 
add us our ſtation in it; entreating him 
to teach us what part we ſhould ad; to 
diſpel all that darkneſs of underſtanding, 
which is ſo apt to miſlead us from the 
right path; to forgive our fins and fol- 
lies; to deliver us from the fatal conſe- 
quences of all our errors; to preſerve us 


from relapſing into them ; and to guide 


us ſafely to ſome proper manſions of reſt, 
of light, and joy, beyond the grave. E- 
very one who has imprinted on his mind 
za a juſt ſenſe of his ignorance, weakneſs, 
guilt, and danger, will find an inward ne- 
ceſſity conſtraining him to have recourſe, 
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n fervent prayer, to the great Author of 
his being, to conduct him ſaſely through 
this ſtage of his exiſtence; to continue 
| his providential care, in guiding him 
through the valley and ſhadow of death; 

and to ſettle him at laſt in fome happicr 
place of abode. 
| The third act of mind emerted in pray» 
er, is a firm belief, and aſſured truſt, in 
that God to whom we pray, and on whom 
ve depend, that he will not only always 
do what is beſt, what tends to the | 
eſt good of the whole ſyſtem of intelligent 
| beings; but thathe will, ſooner or later, 
bring every one who ſincerely ſeekswiſ- 
| — 
virtue and everlaſting happineſs. Wich- 
out this confidence in the inſinite I 
of the great Father of all, there would be 


no foundation for prayer, nor encourage- 


ment to the practice of it. When we en- 
quire into the doctrine of divine revelati- 


on on this head, we find . 


ſhaken acts of truſt in God are by it repre - 
| ſented as equally neceſfary and eſſential | 
parts of prayer, with either of thoſe al. 
ready mentioned. © He that cometh to 
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* God muſt believe that he is, and that he 
_ © jsarewarderofthem whodiligently ſeek 
m, Heb. xi. 6. © If any of you lack 
© wiſdom, let bim ask it of God, that giv- 
© eth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
© not ; and it ſhall be given him. But let 
© him avk in faith, nothing wavering, for 
©he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
_ © fea, driven with the wind and toſſed.” 
ful declarations to the ſame in 
tte books of the Old Teſtament: ſuch as, 
| © The Lord is nigh to all them that call | 


upon him in truth: he will fulfil the de. 15 


_ * fire of them that fear him; he alſo will 
: © heartheircry, and will fave them.” Pſalm | 
cxlv. 18, 19. Our bleſſed Saviour hath 
 expresfly renew'd and confirm'd all thoſe | 
_ delightful promiſes, which were publiſhed 


| by the inſpired writers under former diſ- 


| Penfations. * Ak (ſays he) and it ſhall 
| ©be given; ſeek, and ye ſhall nd; 
Knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you: 
| © for every one that askethreceiveth; and 
be chat ſecketh findeth ; and to him that 
„ knocketh, it ſhall be opened: or what 
* man is there of you, whom if his ſon 


— —————— ——— — — . ͤ — 
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_ © ask bread, will he give him a ſtone; or 
if he ask a fiſh, will he give him a ſer- 
_ © pent? if ye then being evil, know how 
© to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more ſhall your Father which 


cis in heaven give good things to them 


10. That theſe particular and poſitive de- 
clarations of the will of God are more 
fully ſatisfactory to the human mind, and 


more directly calculated to encourage the 


ſtudy and practice of true religion, than 
- the generalperſuaſion that God willalways 


do what is fitteſt and beſt, is ſo evident, 


hat it is needleſs to ſpend time in illuſtra- 


ting it. What great numbers of mankind 


are capable of underſtanding a plain and 
_ expreſs promiſe, and of drawing the high- 
eſt conſolation and encouragement from 


it, in the courſe of a virtuous life, who 


could never have reaſon'd out to them- 


ſelves a clear and juſt character of the Dei- 
ty: nor inferred from it, that he would 


conſtantly and univerſally connect felici- 


ty with virtue? This plainly ſhews us, 


that it is an unſpeakable advantage, to en- 
oy ſuch a clear revelation of the will of 
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God; as baniſhes all doubt and uncer- 


_ tainty, concerning the method in which 
he treats his apoſtate and guilty creatures. 
But at the ſame time, it may be obſerved, 
| that there is good ground tohope italways 
has been, is at preſent, and will for ever 
| be, the great, the ſtanding, the invariable 
law of the divine government, to beſtow 
wiſdom, virtue, and happineſs, upon all 
thoſe who ask them with unfeigned fince- 
_ rity of heart; even tho” they never heard 
of theſe comfortable promiſes on which 
dur ſouls reſt ſecurely; for it is very ob- 
ſervable, that theſe joyful aſſurances from 
the great Father of all, that he will be 
found of thoſe who ſeek him, are expreſs- 
ed in ſuch general terms, as to exclude 
no one, of whatever nation or country.. 
Beſides, nothing can be more agreeable to 
the all- perfect character of him, whois no 
© reſpeter of perſons,” and accepteth thoſe 
in every nation who ſeat him, and work 
_ righteouſneſs ; than to befriend and aſſiſt 
all thoſe who ſincerely ſeek his aid. May 
we not then indulge ourſelves in the cha- 
ritable hope, where - ever there was any 
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groaning under a ſenſe of his deep igno- 
_ rance and depravity, and earneſtly pant- 
ing after light and purity; that God never 
did deny his grace to ſuch a perſon, but 
_ enlightened him with as much knowledge 
as was neceſſary for purifying his heart, 
and guiding him forward in the paths of 
goodneſs? As it muſt be acknowledged, 
that that ſincerity, and honeſty of heart, 
which prompts any one to ſeek direction 
and aſſiſtance from above, is itſelf a gift, a 
| ſpecial gift of God; ſo it ſhould likewiſe 
be owned, that 1 is no reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, that God will deny what further light 
and aſſiſtance may be neceſſary for him, | 
whom he has already diſtinguiſhed ſo far 
with his favour, as to beſtow upon him 
ſincerity and uprightneſs of heart; pro- 
vided he maintains and cheriſhes tbat 
lovely diſpoſition, and earneſtly asks the 
direction of Heaven in true humility, 
Beſore we conclude this head of the dif- 
courſe, let it be remarked, in order to pre- 
vent miſtakes, that, when it is ſaid, * God 
9 wall accompliſh the deſires of thoſe who 
_ © ſeek him; this muſt always be under- 
flood of thoſe who ſeek him with rel in 
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cerity and humility of ſoul, (virtues indiſ- 


penſably required in the goſpel of Jeſus 


Chriſt ;) and who, in a conſtant depen- 
dence on the divine aſliſtance, exert their 
utmoſt endeavours to do whatever 


can diſcern to be the will of God. Fur- 


ther, this doctrine of the certainty of ob- 


taining our requeſts, muſt only be under- 
| ſtood of what is neceſlary forenlightening 


and aſſiſting us in the paths of virtue; and 


ſhould by no means be extended to a thou- 
| ſand other things, which we may deſire 
to know or poſſeſs, tho? they have no in 
ſeparable connection with our virtue or 
happineſs. We may be apt to wiſh, with 


the greateſt fondneſs, for uninterrupted 


| health, eaſe, and pleaſure, through our | 
whole lives: but, in theſe things, we muſt 


not hope to be gratified. We muſt learn 


to leave the all-wiſe diſpoſer of every e- 


vent, to lead us to happineſs, in whate- 


ver path he pleaſes; whether it be the hard 
and rugged one of adverſity and afflicti- 


on, or the more ſoft and ſmooth one of 
proſperity and joy. And, laſtly, let us 
carefully remember, that there is no. 


ground io expect, that even our beſt and 5 


38 ru ATU AND 
moſt pious deſires are to be accompliſh- · 
ed, all at once, and in an inſtant : we 
muſt wait with patience, till God ſhall fi- 
niſh his own work, by the various methods 

- of his providence and grace: tis with 

the works of God within us, as with the 
works of nature without us : they are not 
completed all at once, and in an inſtant: 
| vire time, and are brought to 


_ fetion by flow and inſenſible degrees. A | 


child muſt have time to become a man. 


The tree which is but juſt now planted, 


muſt have time to grow up to its full ma- 


turity, and bring forth fruit. In like man» | 


ner, the progreſs of the ſoul towards per 
ſection in virtue, is by ſlow advances: bad 
| habits muſt be gradually weakened and 
overcome; and good diſpoſitions muſt be 
raiſed to their proper height, by an almoſt 
imperceptible increaſe. In a word, tho” 
we may be aſſured that our heavenly Fa- 
ther will bring us to perfection in glory 
and happineſs, at laſt; yet it is only by 


the ſlow and almoſt indiſcernableſteps of 


| his providence and grace, that we muſt > 
* | _ 
e 


And, in the ſecond 
been ſaid of the inward acts of mind and 
heart exerted in prayer, we may infer, 
that every well · diſpoſed perſon (who will S 
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5 foundation laid for it, in the nature and 


circumſtances of mankind, as dependent, 


ignorant, weak and guilty creatures; and 
in thoſe manifeſtations their Creator hath 
given them of his glorious perfections, ag 


employed for their ſafety and welfare. 
place, from what has 


be at the pains to conſider things impar- 
tially, and to diſtinguiſh betwixt pure 


| prayer itſelf, and thoſe odd and fooliſh 
_ things, which may ſometimes mingle with 


it) muſt ſee, that it is a thing highly rea- 


ſonable; that it is unavoidable to thoſe 
who allow themſelves to think ſeriouſly ; = 

that itis fit, and becoming, in the preſent 
| ſtate and circumſtances of mankind ; and 


that it has a natural tendency to beget and 


promote all thoſe amiable and important 
diſpoſitions of mind, which render men 
happy in themſclves, uſeful in this world, 
or fit for another. And, in the third place, 
this explication of the nature of prayer- 
ay furniſh us with proper anſwersto the. 


H3 
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- objections againſt it, commonly infiſted 


God, the aſe we have of our dependence 


on by thoſe whoſe minds are under the 
3 25 


n to 


vindicate prayer from the objections com- 
| monly urged againt it. 


Firſt, Then, it is objected by ſome, 
< that an emniſcient God knows already 8 
© what we want, before we ask it; and 
© to what purpoſe do we ask thoſe things 
© which he already knows we ſtand in need 


© of?* The anſwer to this objection is e- 
vident: That the deſign of prayer is not 


to inform God of things which he did not 
know before. This is ſo far from being 
the deſign of it, that every one, even of 


the meaneſt capacity, underſtands, that 


* 
when he addreſſes himſelf to his Maker, 


be ought to have it expresſly in his con- 

| Ederation, that he to whom he prays, 
knows all his wants already, every cir- 
cumſtance of his condition, and every 


thought of his heart. The real deſign of 


prayer is, in the firſt place, to expreſs, un- 
der a lively impreſſion of the preſence of 
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upon him, of our manifold wants, and 
that he alone is able to ſupply them; and 
to make this ſenſe more deep and affec- 
ting. Now, ſince it is a certain truth that 
wee depend upon God; and have number- 
leſs wants, the ſupplying of which we can 

expect from God alone; is it not highly 


reaſonable and natural, that we ſhould ac · 


knowledge this in his preſence, and ex- 
preſs to him our deſires, and our depen- 
dience upon him? Does notſuch acknow- 
ledgments frequently made to him, natu- 
rally tend to ſtrengthen our ſenſe of this 
truth, and to make it more deeply affec- 
ting? Will any one venture to aſſert that 
tis truth is not to be thus owned? 
| Where is the man, who dares pretend to 
have credit and authority ſufficient to 
ciontroul this truth? Is not this a truth 
own'd by angels in heaven, as well as men 


© upon earth? Is not this a truth which 


| ſhall be for ever own'd by a dependent 

world? Beſides, is not this a truth, in 
vhich we are deeply intereſted ? Is it not 
of the higheſt importance toward culti- 
vating all other good diſpoſitions, that 
we have moſt lively impreſſions of this 
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truth, and uſe the moſt natural means of 


making them lively ? As our dependence 
upon God is the primary, the moſt impor- 


| tant of all relations, and the foundation 


of all others; the deepeſt fenſe and ac- 
 knowledgment of it mult be our firſt, our 


ſupreme, and our moſt natural and moſt 


indiſpenſable duty: our obligation to it 


can never be extinguiſhed any other way 


than either by annihilating us, depriving 


us of our reaſon, or rendering us inde- 


: pendent. 


Is it not manifeſt 1 55 


hlujbitual ſenſe of our dependent ſtate, has 


a mighty influence on all the duties which 


we owe to our Creator, and to one ano- 
ther? The ſtrength of our love, the 
warmth of our gratitude to our Maker, 
and the ſtability of our conſidence in him, 
muſt riſe or fall in proportion as the per- 
ſuaſion of our dependence upon him is 
fainter or ſtronger. And as nothing has 

a more powerful tendency to inſpire us 
with love, benignity, and compaſſion to 
our fellow-creatures, than conſidering 
them as the children of the ſame great Pa- 


rent of all, equally depending upon him 
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with ourſelves, for all they enjoy here, or 
hope for hereafter ; ſo, nothing can more 
effectually check that pride, ſelfiſhneſs and 
_ vanity, which leads us to contemn and 
' injure our brethren of mankind, than an 
| habitual ſenſe, that we are as really depen- 
dent creatures as they are; that we are as 
| Inſufficient for our own happineſs as they 
are; and that he on whom we depend can 
ſoon raiſe them to our ſtate, or thruſt us 
down into theirs : Why, then, may not 
this truth, moſt certain in itſelf, and moſt 


important in its conſequences, be owned 


in the moſt public and religious manner ; 


in that manner, which naturally tends to 


make the deepeſt impreſſions of it upon 
our hearts? and that, certainly, is the 
owning it in direct addreſſes to God him- 
ſelf. Why ſhould we not embrace every 


Proper opportunity of acknowledging it, 


with all thoſe affecting and ſolemn cir- 
cumſtances, which may contribute to im- 
print a deep and abiding conviction of it 
en ourown minds, and thoſe of all around 
us? But to ſpeak more direAly 9923 = 
of petitioning; it is, 


Adly, A further deſign of prayer, to 
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expreſs, under an actual ſenſe of the pre- 
| ſence of God, our earneſt deſires of hav- 
ing all thoſe ſentiments and pious diſpo- 
ſitions, which it is proper for us to enter- 
tain and cultivate, conſidered as depen- 
dent, reaſonable, ſocial, and guilty crea- 
tures, If we feel earneſt breathings after 
happineſs, after the means that lead to it, 
and all thoſe pure and worthy affections 
which are the principal ingredients of it, 
we certainly ought to encourage and fa- 
your them. If then we find ardent de- 
fires ariſing within us,after the knowledge, 
the favour, the reſemblance, and enjoy- 
ment of God, why may we not expreſs 
them in that manner and in thoſe circum- 
| ſtances, which will contribute moſt to cul- = 
tivate and increaſe ſuch honourable and 
worthy motions ofthe rational ſoul? and, 
ſurely, the addreſſing ſuch deſires to God 
is the molt effectual method of ſtrength- 
ning them. If we believe that God can 
_ accompliſh theſe worthy deſires, why may 
we nat ask it of him? If we hope and 
_ truſt in him that he will ſooner or later 
accompliſh them, why may we not declare 
our joyful expectations of being at laſt 
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poſſeſſed of them ? If we feel our ſouls a- 
ſcending to God in love, Joy, and praiſe, 
is it not reaſonable, that we ſhould in- 
dulge thoſe delightful ſentiments, and, by 


repeated acts, confirm and improve them? 


If theſe inward emotions of heart are 
Juſt and natural, if we cannot but approve 
them, if we judge them worthy of being 
cherifhed and ſtrengthned; why may we 

not give full vent to them, in all proper 
methods of outward expreſſion ? and, if 
our own experience, and the teſtimony of 


the beſt of mankind inform us, that the 


yielding up our ſouls to the full influences 
of devout affections, and giving them full 


ſcope in voice and language, eſpecially in 
| addreſſes to God, are the moſt effectual 


methods of increaſing that ſtrength and 


fervour, and of ſpreading their happy ef- 


fects thro' the whole of human life; it 
ſurely muſt be our trueſt wiſdom, to em- 
ploy all theſe means of eſtabliſhing and 
perfecting them. 
| adly, It is further objected, That, 


( ſince God is infinite in goodneſs, he is 


© always diſpoſed to beſtow on his crea- 


- tures whatever is * for them; vor 
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_ © ſince he is infinite in wiſdom, he will 
© always chooſe the fitteſt time, and beſt 


© manner of beſtowing it. To what pur- 
© poſe, then, do we entreat him to do, 


© what he certainly will do, without any 


© ſollicitation or importunity? To this 


it may be anſwered; that, as it is not the 


deſign of prayer to give information to 
our Creator of things he wasnot acquain- 


ted with before; fo, neither is it the de- 
| fign of it to move his affections, as good 


ſpeakers move the hearts of their hearers 
by the pathetic arts of oratory; nor to 


raiſe his pity, as beggars by their impor- 
tunities and tears work upon the compaſ- 
ſion of the by-ſtanders. God is net fab- 
ject to thoſe fudden paſſions and emoti- 


ons of mind which we feel; nor to any 
change of his meaſures and conduct, by 
their influence: He is not wrought upon 


and changed by our prayers; for, © with 
him there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
© of turning.“ Prayer only works its ef- 
fect upon us; as it contributes to change 


the temper of our minds; to beget or im- 


prove right diſpoſitions in them: to lay 
them open to the impreſſions of ſpiritual 
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odjects, and thus qualify us for receiving 
tion of our Ma» 
ker, and all thoſe aſſiſtances which be has 

promiſed to thoſe who call upon him in 
fincerity and in truth: the efficacy of 
prayer does not ly in the mere asking; 
but in its being the means of producing 
that frame of mind, which qualifies us to 


receive. If it is ſtill urged, © Why do we 


© ask, if God does not grant merely for . 


_ © the asking? To this I reply, that, if 
by asking be underſtood the uttering of 


words, and uſing a voice and language, in 


which all theſymptoms of carneſtneſs and „ 
importunity appear; this external part 


of asking, I own, ſerves no purpoſe, with 
reſpect to God; and the only uſe of itis 


to engage the attention, and raiſe the de- 
votion of our own minds, or thoſe of o- 


thers. But, if by asking, be underſtood 
the inward deſires and breathings of the 
ſoul after thoſe heavenly diſpoſitions, in 


which the perfeQion and happineſs of our 
- natures chiefly conſiſt: in this ſenſe of it, 
aſſert, that theſe are the beginnings of . 
virtue: theſe are the means of improving 
it, both in the nature of things, and by 
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may be for ever, for any thing we know 
to the contraty : theſe delites, I ſay, are 

altogether unavoidable, and muſt ariſe in 
the breaſts of all who have any degree of 
real goodneſs. Whoever has had the fedft 
glimpſe of the beauty und excellence of 
_ realvirtue, is not ſatisfied with ſuch views 
of it as he has already attained; but 
pants Here clearer und fronger view of 


und whoever has taſted the ſublime, the 
divine pleaſures of truedevotion, breathes 
Vith the greateſt fervour after the full and 
uninterrupted enjoyment of them. To 
- thoſe, then, who ask why we cheriſh the 
inward defires after the heavenly graces, 
and ſtudy to cultivate them by prayer, 
_ the anſwer is plain; That the doing ſo is 


the: 


ment, which is urged againſt the lifting 
up haly deſires to God, (viz. that he is 
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neceſſary | of real virtue, 
both in ita firſt and ſeebleſt, aud in its 
higheſtend molt perſe ſlats, at leaſt while 
in this world. 

But, if it ſhould be (till urged, © that, 
« the? we muſt have the deſires, tho' we 


oui 40 entertain and cultivate them, 


« yet this is no ſufficient reaſon for our of- 
© fering them up to God, and entreating 
© him to accompliſh them: why may we | 
© natdelire all the divine virtues, and fre- 
« quently repeat the defire in our minds 
* with pleaſure and. with ener, without 

ire y addrefling it to God, whole in- 
© finite goodneſa inclines him to fulfil it 
* as ſoon as his uncrring wiſdom ſees bt," 
To this I anſwer, that it is i for 
the human mind to ſtop at the daſue: it 
feels, a powerful impulſe, urging it for» 
ward to beg God to beſtow what it wiſhes 
for with vebemence: and this very argit» 


infinite in goodneſs, and willing to gre: 
bfy them,) ia a principal moe for of 
— and makes it impoſſible 
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it. Since, then, there is a determination 
e ſince 
there is a law of external revelation com- 
manding us to pray; fince our own 
minds, on the calmeſt reflection, approve 
ol praying, as being an explicite and na- 
tural acknowledgment of our dependence 
on our Maker, and a declaration, that 
we will gratefully receive the bleſſings we 
pray for, as the free gifts of his bounty: 
and ſince prayer is a means of enlivening 
and ſtrengthning the beſt diſpoſitions in 
our ſouls ; we may conclude, that it is 
not only an innocent and harmleſs exer- 
ciſe; but, that it is our indifpenſable du- 
ty to be frequently employed in it. 
| Further, we may add to the preceeding 
reaſonings, that it is highly probable it 
would be neither a wiſe, nor kind con- 
duct in Providence, to beſtow heavenly 
wiſdom, worthy diſpoſitions, and the hap- 
| Pineſs that accompanies them, on thoſe 
n 
acknowledge their dependence upon 
——— —ę— 
wiſdom and goodneſs of the great Creator 
— — 
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duct, that-for theſe bloſlings © he malt he 
© ſought after by the houſe of Iſrael. Call 


© PlaLl. x5. The Lord is nigh unto them 
_ © that call apon him, and be will full 
_ © the deſire of them that fear him; be 
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low in the government of his rational ſub- 
Jes, that thoſe diſpobitions which quali- 
{y them for bis approbetion and favour, 
ſhall be befiowed on none, but thoſe who 


ſincerely humble themſelves to ask them? 


Nay, is it not ſolemnly declared in the re- 


in a8, the great law and rule of bis den- 


© ppon me in the day of trouble, I will de- 
© liver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, | 


© will bear their cry, and fave hem. Plal.. 


9 cxly. 18. God reſiſteth the proud, but 
© giveth grace tothe humble. James iv. 6. 
be meck God will guide in judgment: 
and the meek will he teach bis way,” 
Pſalm xxv. 9, Do not our own minds 


approve ofit as a juſt and reaſonablecon- 


1 Ritution, that the ſincere, he humble, and 
pious petitioner ſhould obtain his re- 
- queſts, while the neglefter of God, the un- 


velation God bath given us, that this is, | 
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FS 
to 48k from the divine bounty? 

miſt it not be owned, that we can di 
viſe and juſt reaſons, why this ſhould be 
an eſtabliſhed law of the divine rm 


1 and virtue, are diſpoſitions previouſly 

"neceſſary, in the nature of things, to pre- 
pate our minds for receiving heavenly 
wiſdom, and all the virtues which accom- 
pany it? Is not a deep ſenſe of our own 
2 wiſdom that comes from above, a fitter 
diſpoſition for attaining it, than a fond 
conceit of our own wiſdom? Is not a 


| conſciouſneſs ofthe manifold diſorders of 


our hearts, a more proper ſituation of 
mind, for receiving that grace which muft 
rectiſy them, than a vain and fooliſh ima- 
- gination, that all is right within already? 
Ts not a ſorrowful ſenſe of our great loſs, 
| While we are void of thoſe divine virtues, 


which form the image of God in us, the - 


moſt natural preparation for being beau- 
' Vified with them? If then this ſincerity 
and humility, theſe ardent deſires of ſpiri- 


A 


and withal a lively: 


* 
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previous 
qualiſications are found in a juſt degree, 
that it is 
from God alone we can obtain theſs ſolid 
blefſings,) chat the human heart᷑ can kyoid 


3 r 


| Invocations and prayers 


To ſum — — Lace 


there is an inward impulſe, prompting us 

to pray; ſince there are frequent pre- 
coepts of external revelation commanding 
us to pray and, ſince it is ihe eſtabliſn- 
ed law of the righteous government of 

| God, over the intelligent world, that ſpi- 

ritual bleſſings ſhall be beſtowed on thoſe 

only who humble themſelves to pray for 

them; we may infer, that prayer is ſo far 


from implying any juſt refleQion upon the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of the great 


| Governor of all things, that it is a juſt. 


compliance with that conſtitution of 
things which he hath appointed; and 
an — — * * ＋ 


23 ——— 


— Glplaying their whole importance and = 
| foros to-the mind; fixingthe attention 
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tncreo in ND eine 


c milins Aa" 19 — in 
donſequenoe of the moſt ſincere and fer- 


© vent prayer: for, after the moſt acru- 


Inte inquiry that n be made into the 
< workings of the human mind, there is 


i — — 
de che natural effe of paper motiues 


lan oer to this; let 


awakened in the 


fore it: yet, there may be gond reaſons = 


for believing, that there is ſome ſaonet ana 
undiſcernahle aid of Heaven concurring 


with thoſe comſiderations and motives ; 
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| there is no inſepatable connection be- 5 
ſpiritual objects, and thoſe feelings and 
affectioms of heart. which correſpond to 
them: a man may have the juſteſt and 


and divine irt 3. while be remains in a : 
great meaſure, or altogether, without a- 
ny feeling of them in bis heart, There 
7 are many inſtances in the world, of men, 
| who have formedthe pureit and moſt ex- 


— , —«ð ., Ss ee eo K 


ty, ſincerity, benevolence, fri 
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ty, and are highly delighted with the the» 
ory and contemplation of them; and yet 
_ feel almoſt nothing of that true devotion 

_ of heart, which ſhould be awakened by 

them. In like manner, a man may have 


temperance, integri- - 


beauty and worth of 


ili „ and all the human and 


_ exact} and perfect notiona of them, and 
who, ſrom a nceſſary attention/to.other | 

on them; yet are more uniformly govern» 
e in life, by the natural i of the 
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which ſhobld excite them. Now, as it is 
the good diſpoſitions themlelves,that con- 
ſtitute the ſonl and eſſence of virtue : as. 
they only give the true dignity to a 
minds, and beauty to our lives; as they 
n form- „theo character which 6 
— — 

ſo, they: ure aw aνSS repreſented in ſorip- 
ure, as the fruits and effects of the Holy | 
| Spirit, Gal. v. 22, 23» © The fruit ofthe 
r 
© gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, mecknele, 
« temperance. From theſe : 

it plainly appeard, that after we have got 

the pureſt and cleareſi- ideas of religion, 
and "as fulleſt views. of thoſe motives 
| which ſhould engage us to the practice of 
it; there is ſtill ground to pray, that God 
may bleſs us with thoſe divine affeftions 
ol heart, which are the only real orna- 
ments to bur ſouls, the only laſting foun- 
dations of their peace and happineſs. 
Our ideas are but pictures and images of 
the things themſelves : and, as the pic- 
222 
5 a ſire warm and enligh- 
te vs; ay the faſt dee of vrrke id 
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religion exnnot mike us good and hap- 
Py, without thoſe diſpoſitions of heart, 
heya ng gag, ear 
9 

It may be alſo obſerved, as a thing of 
very conſiderable importance in the pre 
| Gent argument, that the power vf 'a man 
over his own inward. diſpoſitions, or 

thoſe of others, is not ſo great, as ſome 
ſeem to imagine. No man will venture 
to boaſt that he can by any one effort, 
bow vigorous ſoever, or even by repea 
ted efforts, reſolutions, and endeavours, 
xtiſe the virtuous diſpoſitions in his own 
Foul, to ſuch a'degree of ſtrength, that 
they ſhall uniformly and conſtantly pre- 
vail over all the paſſions which may op- 
poſe them: far leſs can any one pretend, 
that it is in his power to form anew the 
-hearts of others, and change their diſpo- 
ſitions, from the worſt to the beſt, at his 
pleaſure. Excepting our Saviour, an in- 
fallible teacher of virtue, a perfect maſter 
of the divine art of forming the nobleſt 
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not by all his art, and moſt aſſiduous en- 
deavours, beſtow true virtue on his dear- 


| eſt child: the moſt learned, moſt virtu- 
ous, and affectionate tutor, cannot form 
It in his beloved pupil. If an infallibly 


ſacceſsful teacher of virtue could be 
found any-where, what an invaluable 
treaſure would he be; and how worthy 


tobe ſought after in the remoteſt corners 
ofthe world? Nodoubt, when one reads 
| pious books, hears virtuous diſcourſe, 
ſees worthy examples, and has enjoyed 


the benefit of the fineſt inſtructions, he 
may, or rather, he muſt be furniſhed with 
the juſteſt and moſt amiable ideas of the 


whole glorious train of virtues : but, it 


will not follow hence, that he muſt have 
ſuch a reliſh for the virtues themſelves, as 


| ſhall conſtantly render him ſuperior to 


the temptations of the world ; or even, 


on the whole, make him a man of a vir- 
tuous character. This doctrine of the 
inability of mankind to make themſelves 
virtuous and happy, and of the need of 
aſſiſtance from above, in this divine work, 
has been ſo deeply felt by the more think- 
ing and conſiderate part of them, that ĩt 
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_ extorted a confeſſion of it, even from 
' thoſe, whoſe ſpeculati 


ive principles ſeem- 
ed to lead them to a denial of it. For 
we find that ſe& of the heathen philoſo- 
_ phers, who laid the foundation of their 
ſyſtem in the diſtinction betwixt things in 
our power, and out of our power; (mean- 
ing by the former, our good diſpoſitions, 
reſolutions, and actions; and, by the lat- 
er, the external enjoyments of the world, 
which depend on a thouſand accidents, o- 


ver which we have no command;) even 


they, I ſay, in oppoſition to their favourite 

diſtinction, inculcated the uſefulneſs ane 
importance of prayer. 

Jo all theſe obſervations we may add, 
that there has always been a very general 
and ſtrong propenſity in mankind to be- 
| lieve, that God makes impreſſions on the 
minds of men, in an immediate manner. 
And of this it were eaſy to bring number- 
leſs proofs, from the Poets, Philoſophers, 
Orators, and Hiſtorians of former ages. 
I am very ſenſible that it will be objected, 


05 9 Marcus Antosinus. Book IX. and ** | 
plicius* Commentary on Epictetus, at the end. 
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chat ſew pretend that they themſelves have 


felt any foreign and divine influence, 
which they could certainly diſtinguiſh from 
the natural and ordinary operations af 


their own minds: but, to this one may 
reply, that it may be the peculiar excel- 
lence of the Deity's method of operation, 


that it is imperceptible in itſelf, and only 5 
diſcernible by its effects. Thus, tho we 
do not feel the power of God, upholding 


us in life, yet wedo not know but it may 


be as really exerted every moment, in 
ſupporting our being, as it was at firſt, in 


| bringing us into it. Beſides, it may be 
_ ſaid, that many good men, quite free of 
ſuperſtition, and remarkable for ſtrength 


of mind, have declared that they have 
felt ſecret and ſudden influences, deter- 


mining them to particular ſteps ofconduct, 


which had very remarkable effects, as to 


the happineſs and uſefulneſs of their aſter- 
life: and, does not almoſt every one feel 
thoughts, reſolutions, and deſigns, ſpring- 


ing up within him, which he is not con- 
ſcious he bas been led to, by any former 


courſe of his reading, converſation, or 


K 2 


reaſoning? Nay, if there is any credit to 
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be given to human teſtimony, muſt we 
not believe that intimations have been 
made to good men, of future events, which 

| greatly concerned themſelves, or the ſo- 
ciety to which they belonged. 
To conclude; Thoſe ths will not * 5 
low any immediate influence of the Deity 
upon the human mind, but aſcribe every 
thing there to the natural force of argu- 
ments and motives; ought to conſider, 
that it is only going one ſtep farther, and 
they come to God, and mult own him as 
the original author of all. It is God who 
has made the mind of man capable of per- 
ceiving motives, and of being wrought 
upon by them: it is God, who, in the 
courſe of his providence, has preſented 
ſuch a train of motives to any one's 
mind, as has engaged him to practiſe all 
the virtues of a holy life: to God, there- 
ſore, thepraiſe of it is to be given. And 
there ſtill remains abundant reaſon to pray 
to him, that he may, in the unſearchable 
wiſdom and goodneſs of his providence, 
continue to preſent ſuch views of things 
to the mind, as may determine it always 
to chooſe the virtuous and worthy part. 
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Aly, But ſhould any one object in this 
manner, (which I believe will ſcarce be 
done by any conſiderate man) waving the 
debate about the aids which may be ob- 
tained by prayer, yet alledging that he hass 
no need of it : * What ſhould I pray for? 
| © Shall I pray that God may enlighten wy 
mind with the knowledge of my duty, 
band make me perceive the excellence 
and importance of pĩety, ſincerity, truth, 
l integrity, charity, and all thoſe virtues 
which dignify the ſouls of men, and 
© beautify their lives and manners? I 


- * know all theſe things already, and con- 


: duct my life by them.” | 
| ' How much is it to be wiſhed, that eve 
ry one who thinks or ſpeaks in this man- 
ner, would ſeriouſly ask himſelf ;, —— 
Have I already attained as clear and diſ- 

tinct views of the worth and importance 
olf all the beavenly virtues, as are attain- 
able by mankind? Have they as-ſove- 
reign and commanding an influence over 
my heart and life, as ever they had over 
| any of the ſons of men? Am ſurethere 
is nothing farther to be ſeen, nothing 
higher to be felt ? What if human netmes- 
K . f 
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is capable of ſtronger and brighter views 
ol the worth and majeſty of the great vir- 
tmes of the ſpiritual life, than I have yet 
| obtained? Nay, may I not ſuppoſe that 
many of the children of men have aQtual- 
 lyattained them, and their hves 
more unerringly under the power and in- 

fluence of them? Have I any ambition 

remaining? any thing of that divine am- 
bition of aiming at a tranſcendency in 

Wat is great and good, in what is the 

 fole glory of a reaſonable being? Shall 1 

not then aſpire after the higheſt ſenſe, and 


_ the ſtrongeſt impreſſion of them, that my 


nature is capable of? Is there a great Fa- 
ter of lights, the enlightner of all minds, 
the everlaſting lover and friend of truth 
and righteouſneſs? Has he declared that 


be is ready and willing to enlighten thoſe 


who ask wiſdom from him? Has he aſſur- 
_ ed us, that there is a diſpenſation of grace 
and light carrying ov in the world, by his 
_ Son and Holy Spirit; by which thoſe bleſ- 
— _fings are perpetually imparted to all who 
| Aincerely ask them? Has he already en- 


 lightned, in a ſuperior manner, thoſe ſouls 
which lay themſelves open to his infiu- 
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ence? And, ſhall I refuſe to ask his hea- 
venly wiſdom, and live contented with a 
ſmaller portion of it, when a greater may 
de obtained! Surely no true lover of vir- 
tue, no one who has any real greatneſs of 
mind, can bear the thought. But, per- 
haps, the objector will repiy: What | 
© tho' I have not the higheſt- and. moſk 
© ſtriking ſenſe of the everlaſting worth 
© and beauty of theſe things; yet I have 
© asjuſt and ſtrong a ſenſe of them, us is 
© ſufficient for all the purpoſes of human 
© life; as much as will enable me to with- 
| © and the temptations of the world, and 
© render me ſuperior to them. I am ſo 
thoroughly perſuaded of the excellence 
© and value of all the moral and divine 
_ © virtues, that Iam in no danger of being 
© ſeduced into a forgetfulneſs of the du- 
_ © ties which 1 owe to God, to mankind, 
© or to myſelf. I have ſuch a perſect ab- 
© horrence of every thing baſe and un- 
« worthy, of every thing that approaches 
© toadeparture from what is juſt, becom- 
© ing, and honeſt in buman life, that it 
vill bean everlaſting ſecurity to my vir» 
te: or, if at any time, thro the force 
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of ſome great and ſudden temptations, 
© ſhould de guilty of ſome ſmall failure, 


Il have nothing more to do, but call up 


© the ſtrength and reſolution of my mind, 
Land all things ſhall be right again.” In 
anſwer to all this, in the firſt place, it may 
de obſerved, that, ſuppoſing all that true, 
which vain men repreſent to their om 
conceited minds; tho? there ſhould' be no 
; need for prayer; yet, ſurely, there is the 
ground for another part of deyoti- 
on, — and praiſe. Is it not 
reaſonable, that thoſe perſons ſhould lift 
up their hearts and hands in gratitude to 
that God, who has hitherto preſerved them 


from the temptations of the world, and 


enabled them to lead a blameleſs life ? Is 
it not God, who made them capable of 

_ diſcerning the honeſt, the juſt, and wor- 
thy part, and enabled them to follow it? 
Is it not God, who planted the good diſ- 
_ poſitions in their hearts, and has not ſuf- 
fered them to be overcome by the contra; 
ry paſſions? Can any bleſſing be greater, 
or afford juſter ground for the molt ſin- 
cere praiſe and thankfulneſs? Nay, can 

_ any thing be more reaſonable, than that 
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they ſhould pray to Heaven with the great- 
eſt ſincerity, for the continuance of ſuch 
an ineſtimable bleſſing? Are we not al- 
ways depending on the providenceof God 

for it? To how many diſeaſes and acci- 
dents are we expoſed, which no human 
wiſdom can foreſee or prevent; by which 
the ſtrength of our minds may be exceed- 
ingly impaired, our tempers fretted and 
| ſowred, nay, our rational powers entire- 
ly deſtroyed? But, farther, 
Allow me in „„ 
hort and beſeech thoſe, if there are any 
ſuch, who imagine they have maintained 


| their integrity invariably, through the 


whole courſe of their lives, (without the 


aſſiſtance of prayer, or any acts of truſt 
- and confidence in God,) to take an atten- 


tive review of their whole paſt conduct, 
and compare it impartially with the puri · 
ty and perſection of the divine law; and 
then let them honeſtly declare if they have 
_ diſcerned nothing otherwiſe than it ought 


to have been: will any one venture to 


| aſſert, that, upon the ſtricteſt examinati- 
on, he finds he has not departed from the 
Feat rule of what is worthy and good, 
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ſcarce in any inſtances; or, that he is not 


_ conſcious to himſelf, of having neglected 
many things he ought to have done, 

might have done, to render either himſelf 
or others, wiſer, better, or happier ? Do 


not many things occur to him, in the ſur- 


vey of his whole life, which he diſap- 


proves, which he would not chooſe to be 


guilty of a ſecond time, and which he 


would endeavour to amend, if he were 
to paſs life over again? Iam inclined to 
believe there is no man, who, upon look- | 
ing back, will not be ſenſible be has 
thought, faid, and done many things, 
| which he would not chooſe to do over a - 
gain, were he placed in the ſame circum. 
ſtances; that he has omitted, fooliſhly 
and criminally omitted, to do many 
things, which he would now Joyfully em- 
| brace an opportunity of performing, if 
the like circumſtances ſhould preſent 
themſelves. May it not be further asked, 


Ho do you know, but that, if you had 
been fervent in prayer, and with true de- 


 votion had lifted up your deſires to God, 
| for conduct and direction, you might have 
deen preſerved from thoſe erimes, and 


S e aan 
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thoſe omiſſions of duty, which you can- 
not now review, without regret and ſelf- 
condemnation ; and been led to the prac- 
_ tice of many virtues, and performance of 
many good offices, the opportunities of 
which can never be recalled ? # 
May we not further inquire of thoſe 
who have ſuch complacency, and _ 
faction in their own characters and con 
duct; Do you find nothing in . 
temper and diſpoſition of your _ 
which you have reaſon to complain of, 
and which you deſire to have rectify'd ? 
Are there no imperfections to be correc- 
ted, no virtuous aſſections to be refined, 
 confirm'd, ſtrengthned, and ? 
Are you already poſſeſſed of that degree 
of love to God, and true virtue, which 
pervades the whole ſoul, controuls the 
power of all the inferior paſſions, eſta - 
bliſhes a perpetoal ſerenity within, and 
animates you with the utmoſt joy and a- 
 lacrity, in practiſing all the virtues of a 
_ worthy life? If ye imagine ye are already 
raiſed to the utmoſt ſummit of perfeftion; 


. we may ſafely venture to aſſert, that ye 


are miſtaken ; and, that ſelf-love has 
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blinded your eyes, and made you paſs 
too favourable a ſentence upon your- 
ſelves. This fond imagination, that ye 
are already perfect, is almoſt a demon- 
ſtration, that ye are yet at a very great 
diſtance from it : ye have certainly fixed 
too low a ſtandard of religion ; your in- 
tellectual eye is not quick and piercing 
enough, to diſcern the idea of perfection 
ſet before you in the law of God, which 

ye ought perpetually to have in your 
view, and to be aſpiring after, with the 
utmoſt ardor. There are but few to be 
found, who have attained to the juſteſt 
and higheſt taſte of the true ſublime in 
heart and life : whoever has bad a clear 
and diſtin& view of it, will not flatter 

himſelf that he has reached it; nay, he 
will be fully ſenſible, that he has not yet 
approached near it: and, whoever fond- 
ly imagines that he is come up to it, has 
not diſtinctly perceived it. That man 

muſt have a low underſtanding, and a 
yain heart, who is thus ſatisfied with him- 
ſelf; who fancies he has attain'd to the 
truly great and perſect in temper and con- 
duct: and, whoever is thus eaſily ſatisfi- 


1 — 43 
ell with himſelf, is commonly the only 


perſou-who is for or, at leaſt, the num» 


ber of thoſe will be few, who paſs the 
fame judgment en him, that be does on 
— himſelf. The bigher any one advanoes in 
religion, his views are proportionably o- 
| — monte the videry over 
| ſome bad paſſion he has been long ſirug- 
gling with, he ſees ſome other one not 
quite ſubdued within him; and, that mo. 
ment he reaches to ſome certain pitch of 

virtue he had in his view, he difcerns 
ſome higher pitch of it, at a great diſtance 

ler in a large champaign countty; who}, 
this hour, ſees nothing beyond a ſmall e- 
| minence, which terminates his view at ü 
diſtance; the top of which he no ſooner 
gains, than a new extent of country fills 
his eye, equal to that he hazalroadypaſs'd. 

unattain d in the ſpiritual liſe, can we re- 
%% | 
1 r 
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ambition of aiming and endeavouring to 
obtain it? Is it not a joyful, nay, a tri- 
umphant conſideration, that, by the light 
and aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of God, 
ſection, and approach nearer and nearer 

to our Maker, by hi of 
* » by higher degrees "RY 


Further, may we not deſire thoſe who 

imagine they have no need of prayer, to 

| look forward to that part of life they may 
yet have to paſs through ? Are they cer- 


tain they ſhall never meet with any remp- || 


tation, that may be an overmatich for that 
virtue of theirs, which they flatter them 
dees is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed ? May there 
not be ten thouſand circumſtances in 
i which may endaoger their integrity? 


from the cauſe of ri 
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how many melancholy inſtances may we 
mark oat, of the ſeemingly firmeſt virtue, 
ſoon ſhaken, and overcome? Mult we not 
own that wiſer, greater, and better men 
than we can pretend to be, have yielded 
to the force of temptation; 'and, in fome 
degree, and for ſome time, 


? Have 
 ledged this afterwards ? Can any then be 
ſo inſufferably vain and arrogant, as toi- 
magine that nothing can ever lead them 
_ aſtray, or in any degree darken their un- 

_ derſtandings, or corrupt their hearts ? Is 
it not moſt natural for every one who 
loves the good and virtuous part, and 
_ dclights in the practice of it, to wiſh that 
be may have the aſliſtance of a ſuperior 
guide, to conduct him ſafely thro all ide 
 ſaares which may be ſpread for him in a. 


degenerate world? In a word, every one 


whois throughly ſenſible of his own weak 
neſs, and of the innumerable dangers to 
which virtue is expoſed in — 
ordered (tate of things, will ſee ſufficient: 


reaſon for lifting up his ſoul to God in. 


theſe emphatical prayers of the 'devout 
Pſalmiſt, Pſal. cxix. 33——37. Teach 
4 me, O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes, and 
LI ſhall keep it unto the end. Give me 
underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy law, 
yea, I ſhall obſerve it with my whole 
© heart. Make me to go in the path of thy 
_ © commandments; for therein do I de - 
light. Incline my heart unto thy teſti- 
© monies, and not unto covetouſneſs, 


whin could plead thas be had no need. of 
prayer, Jeſus might have done it; He 
felt a perpetual good-will to all mankind, 
and was animated by it to go aboutin an 
| cence; he was quite unmoved with the 
temptations of the world, and walked on 
in the execution of his great undertaking, 
with an undaunted and victor ĩous pace, 

in ſpite of all z and yet we 
learn from the hiſtory of his life, that he 


0®JECTIONS ANSWERED. tag 
well as recommended it to his followers : 
| farely then, no one elſe can pretend that 


- mug 0D etregae 


1 

1 Again, © It is objected, that, whatever 
| ewe — — 
c aſſiſtance in the paths of virtue; it ſure» 
_ © ly can be of none, for the obtaining the 
© pardon of fin, and deliverance from 
_ © thoſe puniſhments, which are threaten» - 


d to be inflied on finners, in this, 
"and an eternal world: for if ſin deſerves 
puniſhment, and if puniſhment is ne- 


ä 8 

in it; how can prayers for | 
| © Gronns us from thoſe ſufferings, which. 
Lare intended by our kind Creator for 
© our reformation and amendment! Too 
this it may be anſwered, that a ſenſe of 


dur fanlts, humble confeſſion of them, 


to forgive them, are very proper means 
of promoting a peni ion in us; 
they naturally preclude the neceſſity of 
puniſhments deſtin d for our reformati - 
on; as by them we ina gentler manner 
ꝶ6A— da 
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without having ſuffered _—_ — 
prayers, for the pardon of fin, may be 

unſpeakable advantage, as they contribute 
to produce that temper of mind in us, 
which leads to an alteration in our con- 
duc, and conſequently ſecures us from 
thoſe nts which muſt have enſu- 
our pefiſng in the like courſe of i 4 


" Before we finiſh this head, it may be 


| © there poſſly be (ay they) for pray- , 
ing to God to forgive our fins? our 
_ © are owing to the invincible force of 
© temptations; and ſo are only the una- 
© yoidable frailties of our nature; and 
_ © ſarely an infinitely good God can never 
_ © call us to a ſevere account for them. 
As this is an important matter, on which 
our higheſt and eternal intereſt depends, 


it greatly concerns us to take care that 


we do not deceive ourſelves: let us at- 
tend to the voice of revelation, and of 


2 with green. 
that Gn ſhall not paſs 
ken to — 2 
writ, Gal. vi. 7. Be not deceived, God 


_ © js not mocked; Grate pam. 


© ſaweth, that ſhall he alſo reap 3 for he 


A © chat wet tothe Heth, hall efthe feb 


© reap corruption: but, he that ſoweth to 
© the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life e 
© yerlaſting:* that is, oureverlaſting ſtate. 
| hereafter, depends upon our behaviour 

| here. As ſurely as be who ſows wheat or 


barley inthe ſced-time, ſhall reap the ſame- 


ind of grain in the harveſt, and no other; 
ſo certainly ſhall thoſe who live a wicked 


bf life here, be miſerable hereaſter. Is it not | 


amazing, that mankind are not ſtruck 
with this tremendous declaration ? The- 
reaſon of this mult be, that they do not inn 
_ earnelt believe it. Every man believes, 
tat if he ſows the ſeeds of thiſtles and. 
_ thorns, he cannot reap wheat or batley ; 
but, every one does not believe, that if he 
lives a vicious and impious life here, he, 


cannot enjoy happineſs hereafter ; what 


bs the reaſon why we believe the former, 


f andy true? One eee pee 
that we have obſerved the courſe of nature 
in the nt returns of ſeed- time and 
| barveſt; and find by undoubted experi- 
_ ence, that it is an invariable law of the 
natural world, that whateverkind of grain 
- is ſown, the ſame kind, and no other, is- 
 reap'd in the harveſt. But we have not 
yet ſeen one whole year, one full period 

of the government of the rational world : 
we have only ſeen the ſeed-time of human 

_ life; the har veſt is yet to come; the great 


| year is not completed, at leaſt, within | 


our view : but, as ſoon as we enter into 


the inviſible world, we ſhall be convin- 


_ ced, that it is an unalterable law of the mo- 
ral as well as of the natural world, that, 
whatever a man ſows, that he alſo 
there we ſhall ſee what dreadful | 

ſprings out of vice, and what further pu- 


niſhments are inflicted on it; what un- 


ſpeakable happineſs grows out of virtue, 
and with what additional joy 


1 


crown d. But, further, let us conſider, 
that, tho” we had not thoſe ſolemn decla- 
. rations of divine revelation, we ſhould 
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des of criminal indulgence, both in this, 
and in an after-ſtate. For, when we at- 
tend to the conduct of divine Providence, 
we ſee that vice is actually puniſhed at 
preſent, in a certain degree; which gives 
natural ground to fear that it may be pu- 


niſned in an higher degree hereafter. The- 
natural deformity of vice, the pangs of 


| remorſe which accompany it, the havock 
Which it makes of the beauty, the order. 
and peace of our minds, the direful effects 
of it, in the bodies, fortunes, families, and 
characters of thoſe who indulge them-. 
ſelves in it without controul ; plainly in- 
- timate, or, rather, loudly proclaim, that 
the Governor of the world is engaged a- 
gainſt it, and will not ſuffer it to paſs un- 
puniſnhed : now, has the great author of 
nature begun to chaſtiſe, and puniſh fin 
bere; and what ground is there then to 
hope that he will favour it hereafter? 
What ſhadow of reaſon is there for flat- 
tering ourſelves, that the meaſures and 
Jaws of divine conduct ſhall be altered? 
The other world is only a ſucceeding pe- 
_ . _ riod of the ſame government, under the 
ſame . 


— — — ies OI 


to puniſſ it with greater ſeverity hereafter? 
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fible reaſon to believe the ſame fundamen- 


tallaws of rewarding virtue,and puniſhing' 


vice, ſhall continue in full force. It cer- 


tainly then greatly concerns us, not to 
cheriſh an indifference and fearleſneſs, 
with regard to what may be hereafter, un- 


der the righteous government of God. 
To think or ſpeak in a flight and uncon · 
cerned manner, as to what may happen 
in any period of the divine government, 


is unſpeakable irreverence, and manifeſt 


regarding the divine law, and the tremen · 


dus ſanctions of it, is madneſs, and im- 
piety to ſuch a pitch, as muſt aſtoniſh, and 
| ſtrike every thinking perſon with terror. 
Leet us beware then of truſting to miſtaken 
| notions of the boundleſs benignity and 
mercy of the great Parent of all, Do we 
allow that it is conſiſtent with the moſt 
perfect goodneſs to inflit juſt puniſh» 


ments on wickedneſs here ? (and allow 


it we muſt; for, we ſee that, in fact, it 
_ is done:) by what train of reaſoning, 


then, ſhall we be able to ſhow, that ĩt is in · 


impiety: but, to live at random, without 


onen — 1 


Il, It is objected; © that thoſe who 
" ram to delight in prayer, do not ap- 
| © pear to be better, happier, or more ſuc» 
© ceſsful than thoſe who neglect or con- 
| © temn it. Where do wefind God inter- 
* poſing for the proſperity of the pious, 
© or where are theſe happy eſſects of de- 
© yotion we are taught to expect? In 
_ anſwer to this, it may be obſerved, that 
there are different ſorts of perſons, who 
pray from very different views and inten- 
tions: ſomepray with no other nor high- 
er view, chan that they may gain a cha- 
racer as religious; which may be of uſe 


to them in the proſecution of ſome world- 


ly delign. Others uſe prayer as kind 
of charm, to render them acceptable to 
| God, or as an atonement and compenla- —- 
tion to him, for thoſe luſts of their hearts, 
which they are unwilling to mortify, and 

thoſe iniquities of their lives, which they 
ſtill continue to commit. Now, both 
theſe ſorts of praying people are to be 


thrown out of the queſtion: and it is to 
de conſined to thoſe who pray, with ſim- 
 plicity and ſincerity of heart; who have 


in os nertons A, o 
| know the will of God more clearly, and 
may obey it with more conſtancy and ala- 
_ rity; and who truſt in God, that he 
 $ will be to them a ſun and ſhield, and 
| + will give them grace and glory, and | 
Ss with-hold no good thing from them, 
$ becauſe they walk uprigbtly. if it be 
usk'd, What the better are theſe perſons 
for their habitual courſe of prayer, and 
other acts of devotion? The anſwer is 
| plain, that, tho' they are not, perhaps, 
diſtinguiſhed with outward proſperity, 
yet they are rewarded with inward enjoy · 
" ments of a higher and nobler kind. What 
! mio God has not beſtowed houſes, lands, 
| kiches, pleaſures, honour, ſtrength, or 
| beauty, upon the pious man ? theſe are 
| only outward good things, 'uncapable of 
them. But, if he has given him greater 
| bleſſings, wiſdom, virtue; truth, integri- 
ty temperakce, humility, meekneſs, con : 
q tentment, and contempt of the world, 
| | Vith all chat inward peace, joy, confidence 
in himſelf, add hope of immortality 
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mortal ſoul: theſe are ſuch treaſures, as ca- 


lamity, danger, death, can never rob it of. 


Tis true, theſe inward pleaſures, theſe 


mental poſſeſſions, are not diſcerned by 
ſpectators: but thoſe who feel and enjoy 
them, cannot doubt of their ſuperior 


| worth and excellence. As s well 
known, that many of thoſe who put on 


an air of happineſs, and whoſe outward 
ſplendor and flourifhing circumſtances 


create admiration and envy in ignorant 
| beholders, carry about with them ſecret 
pains, and inward ſtings, which greatly 


diminiſh, if not entirely deſtroy, their ap- 
parent happineſs and contentment ; ſo, 
it is as certain, that the ſincere worſhip- 
pers of God, even when in the loweſt 


ſtate, and moſt ſtruggling circumſtances, 


enjoy many filent pleaſures, and ſecret 
conſolations, which give them greater 


happineſs, than worldly men ever taſte a- 


midſt their greateſt gaiety and abundance. 
He who is conſcious that he poſſeſſes, in 
the main, that temper and diſpoſition of 
mind which is acceptable to God, and 
who maintains an aſſured truſt and con- 
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fidence in the mercy and goodneſs of his 
Creator, enjoys an inward reſt and com- 
poſure of mind, which cannot be deſcrib- 
ed. It is called, in Holy Scripture, © the 
© peace of God that paſſeth all under- 
© ſtanding.” It is an inward calmneſs and 

tranquillity, like to that of the higheſt 


heavens. He that enjoys it, is eaſy with- 


in himſelf, and pleaſing to thoſe around 
bim. He is free from thoſe inward diſ- 
turbances and anxieties which diſquiet 
te ſouls of other men. His converſati- 
on is pleaſant, and his tranquillity ap- 
pears in the chearful air of his counte- 
nance, tho ſilent : his mind is open to 
_ taſte, with full reliſh, all thoſe good things 
which Providence has provided for ſweet 
ening the journey of human life. But, 
why do I call this happy ſtate of mind, 
tranquillity only !——it is far beyond 
mere calmneſs or tranquillity. —There 
may be a perfect tranquillity and calmneſs 
in the air, tho” the day be overcaſt with 
thick miſts and 1 The ſtate of the 
pious man's mind is like a calm and ſe- 
rene day, enlightened and enlivened with 
the brighteſt ſun-ſhine, The truly de- 


| lot, acting the part aſügned him, howe- 
ver low it may be, to the beſt of his 
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vout man is not barely content with his 


power: his ſoul riſes up above content- 
ment, to joyful thankfulneſs and praiſe, 
He rejoices in that exiſtence, into which 
he has lately entered, and in that rank 
of creatures to which he is advanced. 
When he conſiders that he is admitted 
to be a ſpectator of all the glorious works 
of nature around him, and that he is not 


only made capable of contemplating the 


beauty and order, the grandeur and mag- 
nificence of them; but of adoring, prai- 
ſing, reſembling, and enjoying the great 
Creator and ſuſtainer of them, he is tranf- 
ported with wonder, gratitude, and 
. praiſe, If theſe are my enjoyments (ſays 
he to himſelf,) in this firſt ſtage of my 
| exiſtence, when my faculties are only be- 
ginning to open and unfold themſelves ; 
what new ſcenes, what nobler and more 
magnificent entertainments may I expect 
ſhall be preſented to my view, while my 
_ faculties are improving and enlarging 
tmro' millions of ages? What divine, 
what inconceivable joys, muſt break in 
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upon fie, if I ſhould be admitted to ſur- 
vey all the bright and illuſtrious ſcenes 
of Providence, in many other parts of 
| God's great dominions, and thro? all the 
ſucceſſive periods of his righteous govern- 
ment? But, hat muſt my ſtate be, when 
I ſhall ſee my Maker himſelf, © not dark- 
ly, as through a glaſs, but face to face?” 
ere, language, imagination fail me. 
ure I am, it mult be ſomething that 
will be a fountain of unſpeakable delight 
and everlaſting rapture. * Eye hath not 
c ſeen, car hath not heard, neither hath it 
© entered into the heart of man to con- 
© ceive thoſe great things God hath laid 

© up in ſtore for thoſe that love him.” 
The laſt objection I ſhall take notice 
of, is this, © that prayer can be of no im- 
© portance; for, ſince all things are al- 
© ready fixed by an unalterable decree of 
© God, all thoſe whom he has determin- 
| © ed to be good and happy, ſhall certain - 
ly be fo, whether they pray or not. In 
anſwer to this, let it be obſerved, that 
none ever maintain'd that God hath de- 
termined events to happen without any 
means. Now we have ſhewn that pray- 


ers are the proper means of obtaining ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings; and therefore, if we de- 
ſire theſe ſpiritual bleſſings abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to our happineſs, (and which are 
not ordinarily appointed but to ſuch as 
are thus properly prepared to receive and 
improve them) we ſhould certainly in- 
cline to the uſe of all the neceſſary means 
to prepare ourſelves for receiving them. 
Does any one ever pretend to reaſon 
thus; Ifit be decreed that I ſhall be wiſe 
and learned, I ſhall undoubtedly become 
ſo, tho' I ſhould never converſe, read, 
think, or exerciſe my underſtanding in 
any way? Did ever any one ſeriouſly ex- 
pect he would arrive at knowledge and 
_ wiſdom by the mere force of an eternal 


decree, while he rejected all the means of 


_ attaining it? Did ever the husbandman 


ſit down and reaſon thus with himſelf; 


If it be determined in the eternal decree 
of God, that I ſhall have a plentiful crop, 
1 ſhall certainly reap it in the harveſt, 

tho' I neither manure nor ſow my field 
in the ſeed-time ? Now, ſo far as prayer 
is the means of rendering us virtuous and 

_ happy, it is as abſurd to expect we ſhall. 
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arrive at virtue and happineſs without it, 
| as it would be for the husbandman to 
hope he ſhall have his uſual crop, tho' he 
beſtow none of his uſual labour and in- 
To conclude this head of the diſcourſe, 
it may be proper to remark, that, after 
all that mankind can do, to reaſon them 
ſelves into a perſuaſion of the uſeleſſneſs 
and abſurdity of devotion, there is (till 
ſomething within them, too ſtrong, too 
mighty, for all their pretendeddemonſtra- 
tions to conquer. The foundation for 
devotion is laid ſo deep in the human 


mind, that the utmoſt art and laboured 


_ endeavours of a whole life cannot eraze 
it. There are certain circumſtances and 
ſituations of affairs, in which nature will 
break forth, and ſhew its force to be ſu- 
perior to all artificial reaſonings: there 
are, I fay, ſuch circumſtances in thecourſe 
of almoſt every one's life, as will oblige 
the moſt hardned, obdurate neglecter or 
contemner of prayer, to lift up his ſoul 
to God with the utmoſt fervor. There 
are many ſuch circumſtances ; but, as it 
would take vp too much time to deſcribe 
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them all, we ſhall only mention a few of 
them. When one is reduced to the ut- 
| moſt extremity of diſtreſs, under the 
preſſure of ſome great afflition, when re- 
lations, friends, and others, ſtand around, 
but cannot give any relief, or adminiſter 
any conſolation ; where is the man to be 
found, whoſe ſpeculative opinions can 
then maintain their power over him; and 
reſtrain him from looking up unto God, 


and imploring aid and relief from him? In 


all caſes too, of ſudden and extreme dan- 
ger, do not we ſee how naturally men fly 
to God, and invoke him with the utmoſt 
fervency, to help and deliver them? In 

like manner, when the poor, the weak, 

the friendleſs man, is ſorely wronged, and 
grievouſly oppreſſed by the great and 
powerful ones of the earth, and ſees no 
poſſible way of redreſs from men; does 


be not call upon the great Judge of all, 


to protect the injured, and plead his righ- 
teous cauſe? Again, when grievous crimes - 

are laid to an honeſt man's charge, of 
which he is intirely innocent, eſpecially 
when accompanied with ſuch circumſtan- 
| 6 and 
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_ thoſe who are inclined to judge molt fa- 
vourably of him, cannot help ſuſpecting 


that he is guilty; does he not then natu- 1 


rally appeal to the all-ſceing and nn-err- 
ing Judge, and entreat him to vindicate 
his innocence, and clear his good name? 

| Theſe things are felt in mankind, by a 
ſudden impulſe of nature, without any | 
deliberate reflection. Beſide theſe inſtan- 
ces, we may take notice of the two fol- 


5 lowing: Firſt, When any one is about 


to leave the world, and bid an everlaſting 


fare wel to all the enjoyments of it; when 


all hope of reſtoration to health, or even 
of ang life in a lngeriog diſeaſe, 


is taken away; is there any one who 


can then abſtain from praying, that the 
great and good Being, who brought him 
into the world, and led him through all 
the different ſtages of life, may continue 
his providential care, condud bim fafely 
into the untry'd world of ſpirits, and be 


his guide thro' all the periods of his ex. 
iſtence? And, Secondly, When any one 


| ſands by, and ſees the expiring agonies 
of his deareſt friend, for whom he felt the 
warmeſt love, and the higheſt eſteem; in 


| OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 141 


whom he repoſed an unreſerved confi- 
dence; when he ſees that all thoſe ta- 
Tents, virtues, and excellencies, which de- 
| lighted his ſoul, are ſoon to ceaſe, as to 
this world; can he help wiſhing and 
praying, with the utmoſt ardor, that ſuch 
a ſoul, with all virtues and accompliſu- 
ments, may ſurvive the diſſolution of his 
mortal body, and that he may enjoy his 
delightful ſociety in another and better ſi- 
tuation of things, where there ſhall be 
no danger of death . 
more? | 
But, why do I inſiſt on theſe particu- 
| he alarming circumſtances, as the only 
proofs that mankind are determin'd, by 
the very frame of their nature, to have 
_ recourſe to Almighty God? For, as ſoon 
as the faculties of the reaſonable ſoul be- 
gin to open and unfold, it appears to be 
in a poſture (I had almoſt ſaid, in an 
aQ,) of devotion. Do not we ſee all 
mankind breathing after knowledge and 
happineſs? Do not they all purſue truth 
and happineſs, however far miltaken they 
may be, as to the kind of it? This ar- 
5 4 in the buman wad, i is ſo na- 


. AA cal ei fs 4 oo oe ere a» - 


©; 0 CG > —— — _—— 


4 _ IN — 
ON —— — 


142 OBJECTIONS ANSWERED, 
tural, ſo eſſential to it, that, perhaps, 


; there cannot be a juſter, or better defini- | 
tion given of i it, than that it is, a rational 
being panting for knowledge and happi- 


neſs. It muſt be own'd, that theſe breath- 


ings of the ſoul (after — felicity,) 1 
are not directed immediately to God, nor 


explicitely expreſſed in words: and yet 
8 there is no notion or concluſion of rea- 


ſon more natural, or obvious to the ſoul, 


than its dependence on God, and that he 


| Is the ſovereign diſpenſer of its lot, the | 
ſource from which all its excellency or 
— happineſs muſt low; prayers are its moſt 
natural exerciſe, and even theſe inſtinc- - 
tive defires may juſtly be called natural 


prayers. They diſcover a plain tenden- 


cy of the ſoul towards God, the eternal 

fountain of light and happineſs: they 
are ſure indications, that there is ſome 
| idea of truth and happineſs inſeparable 
from the human mind; and that there 
is a natural inſtin& in it, which leads all 


men to ſeek after and purſue ſome ſpe- 


5 cies or another of good, and even to im- 


plore it from God. 


2 dean di theſe obſervations and rev 4 
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fonings, it is hoped we may conclude, 


chat the neglecting or contemning of 125 


prayer, mult be owing to prejudices, che- 
riſhed and fortify'd with art and care; 7 
and not to any dictate of reaſon, or im- 
partial inquiry into the ſtate and tenden- 
cy of the ſeveral workings of the human 


mind. But, after all that can be ſaid in 


_ juſtification of prayer, we muſt acknow- 
ledge, that it is rather by the pure and re- 
fined feelings of a well-diſpoſed heart, 
that any one can be brought to a full 
conviction of the worth and importance 
of this part of religion, than by the force 
of argument; which, at beſt, can only 
extort the cold aſſent of the underſtand- 
ing, or ſilence its vain reaſonings. 
We proceed now to the third thing 
propoſed, namely, to point out the ad- 
 vantages which ariſe from the fincere and 
ſtedfaſt performance of this important 
duty. And, here, 
. in the brd place, when we take the | 
moſt general view of prayer, we cannot 
belp diſcerning the uſefulneſs and impor- 
tance of it. When we conſider that 
_ mankind, in their preſent ſtate, are deep · 
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ly immerſed in the buſineſs or n 
of the world; that external objects are 
| perpetually ſtriking upon their ſenſes, 
playing before their imaginations, and 
making impreſſions upon their hearts ; it 
_ evidently appears to be an unſpeakable ad- 
vantage tothem, to haveregularand ſtated 
ſeaſons, of recalling their minds from the 
numberleſs avocations of a vain world, 
and fixing them upon God, and ſpiritu- 


al things. The ſureſt method of coun- 


terworking the impreſſions made on the 
foul by that crowd of worldly thoughts 
| which paſs thro it, is to baniſh them en- 
rely for ſome time, and lay it open by 
prayer and contemplation, to the impreſ- 
ſions of thoſe heavenly and eternal ob- 
jects, which by their greatneſs, impor- 

_ tance, and excellence, will engage and 
command attention. And, indeed, with- 

out proper ſeaſons W | 
and devotion, and frequently recurring, 

Ve are in the greateſt danger imaginable 


A 7 


of theſe vain and periſhing objects, 
which ſurround us in the world; and | 
which are perpetually engaging the atten- 
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tion of our minds, and folliciting the 
love and aſſection of our hearts. Our Sa- 
viour, in the words of the text, takes no- 
tice of this, as one great advantage of 
prayer, that it is a preſervative againſt 
the temptations of the world. Pray, 
' © (ſays he, ) that ye enter not into temp- 
* tation.” Now, prayer has a natural ten- 
dency, in a great variety of ways, to 
break the force of thoſe temptations to 
which we are neceſſarily expoſed in life. 
It keeps alive in our minds an habitual 


ſenſe of our danger; diſpoſes us to keep 


a watchful eye on thoſe things from which 


our danger ariſes; and puts us in a pro- 


per poſture for reſiſtance and defence. 


It turns away our attention (as has 


juſt now been obſerved,) from thoſe ob- 


jects which raiſe impure deſires and guil- 
ty paſſions in our boſoms. It calls up 
ſuch a lively ſenſe of the divine preſence, 
as muſt check the firſt riſings of irregular 
inclinations; and fill us with dread and 
ſhame, of thinking, ſaying, or doing any 
thing unworthy of thoſe who aim at the 
approbation and favour of the great Judge 


| ofall, It preſents the divine perfections 
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to our view, and inſpires us with an ab- 
| horrence of every thing that would ren- 


der us unlike to them. Whenever there- 
fore we are aſſaulted with a temptation 
to gratify any impure and violent appe- 
tite, or paſſion, let us accuſtom ourſelves 


ts ſtop, till we have lifted up our hearts 


to God, in fincere and fervent prayer, 
that he may aſſiſt us in the conflict, and 
give us the victory; and we ſhall ſoon 
feel the violence of the temptation aba- 
ted, that we are enabled to exert a hidden 
ſtrength, and, for the preſent, to obtain 
an intire maſtery over it. | h 
| Secondly, As prayer fortifies us againſt 
temptations to ſin; ſo, it inſpires us with 
the love, and animates us to the practice 
of every virtue. By offering up our moſt 
earneſt deſires to God, that he may more 


and more beautify our ſouls with all wor⸗ 


thy and good diſpoſitions, our love to 
them is increaſed; and we are the more 
diſpoſed to employ every proper means of 

_ eſtabliſhing and ſtrengthening them in our 
hearts. When we pray that the venera- 
ble image of our Maker may be ſtamped 

vpon us, the divine perfections are ne» 
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ceſſarily preſented to our view, and con- 
ſtemplation; our love and admiration of 
them is heightened, and we are fired with 
the noble ambition of drawing nearer and 
nearer to them, by greater degrees of re- 
ſemblance. When we contemplate the 


deformity and miſery of vice, under the 


actual ſenſe of the preſence of God, and 


intreat him to preſerve us from it, we 


cannot but look upon it with the higheſt _ 
indignation, and form the moſt ſtedfaſt 
reſolutions to abandon it. When we 
view the beauty of holineſs, as our Cre- 
ator's glory, and lift up our ſouls to him 
in ardent prayers, to adorn us with it, 
we muſt feel our hearts warmed with the 
love of it, and lay ourſelves under the 
ſtrongeſt vows of adhering uniformly and 
invariably to ĩt, through the whole courſe 
olf our lives. When we give full vent to 
the ardent breathings of our ſouls after 
the love of God, gratitude to him, and 
confidence in him; theſe pious affections 
are immediately awakened, and ſtrength- 
ened in ſome degree in our hearts: and 
When we indulge ourſelves in frequent 


and ardent prayers for the proſperity and 


I 


148 THE USEFULNESS AND 
welfare of our fellow-creatures, this ex- 


ertiſe of the kind and benevolent affeRi- 
ons contributes greatly to enliven and in 


vigorate them: moreover, thoſe views in 


which prayer preſents our brethren of 
mankind to our minds, tend preatly to 
ſoften our hearts and heighten our good- 
will and tenderneſs for them: when we 
_ conſider them as a part of the ſame great 
family of God, with ourſelves; as par- 

takers of the "A nature, as liable to all 
the ſame dangers and diſtreſſes, as groan- 
ing under the ſame darkneſs of under - 


ſtanding, diſorder of heart, and violence 


of paſſion; it will be impoſſible for us 
not to love and pity them with the great- 
eſt tenderneſs, and pray with the utmoſt 


ardor, that they may be at laſt eſtabliſh- 


ed in ſome better and happier ſtate. | 
Thirdly, Prayer puts us into the beſt 
frame and ſituation of mind for receiving 
te influences of heavenly light and grace. 
It promotes a certain ſoftneſs and tender 
neſs of heart, which renders the ſoul eaſi - 
ly ſuſceptible of the impreſſions of ſpiri- 
tual and divine objects: the ſoul, — 
duly ſoftened and humbled by prayer, 


| ADVANTAGES OF PRAYER. 149 
feels and ſees in quite another manner 
than when it is hardened and puſt up with 
pride and vanity. A deep ſenſe of our 
Ignorance diſpoſes us to attend to, and 
follow every ray of light, how ſmall ſoe- 
ver: whereas, pride of underſtanding ſhuts 
out the light, and turns away the attenti- 
on from it. We ſhould therefore conſi - 
der prayer, and exerciſe ourſelves in it, 
as the great means appointed by God for 
drawing down that wiſdom from above, 
which is neceſſary to guide us to our high- 
er country, and to ſettle us in eternal reſt 
and happineſs, in our Father's houſe: ſee, 
for the proof of this, many ſolemn paſſa- 
ges of Holy Scripture, James iv. 6. fal. 
xxv. 9. Iſa. Ixvi. 2. 
Fourthly, True devotion raiſes the hu- 
man ſoul to an uncommon pitch of gran- 
deur and elevation. The mind of man 
ſeems to adapt itſelf to the different na- 
ture of the objects with which it is con- 
verſant: it is contracted and debaſed, by 
being employed in little and low things; 
and it is proportionably enlarged, and 
exalted by the contemplation of thoſe 
things which are great and ſublime. The 
N TE” | 
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| perfeQtions of the Deity, his univerſal and 
eternal Providence, the excellence of vir- 
tue, and of thoſe general laws of God 
which are the foundation and ſupport of 
the order, the beauty, and happineſs of 
his whole rational kingdom; the dignity 
and immortality of the human ſoul, 
- whereby it is capable of vaſt and endleſs 
improvements; theſe are objects of ſuch 
a ſtriking and exalted nature, that they 

mult ennoble and enlarge the mind em- 
ployed in contemplating them. All 


_ worldly and tranſitory things muſt ap- 3 


| pear. unworthy the love and purſuit of 
 thatſoul, which is raiſed above all created 
things, and which aſpires to, and purſues 
that happineſs, which ariſes from the love, 
the reſemblance, and enjoyment of the 
great Creator of all. There is no great- 
_ neſs of mind equal to that which ſprings 
from the divine ambition of aiming at a 
| reſemblance of God; and from the glo- | 
rious hope of ſeeing him as be | is, in ſome 
future period of exiſtence. © Now are we 


the ſons of God, but it doth not yet ap- 


© pear what we ſhall be; but we know 
. that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
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8 like him, for we ſhall ſee him * 
1 John iii. 2. | 1 
Pifthly, True devotion gives 2 won 
derful Qrengeh, and firmneſs, to the ſoul 
which is under the full power and influ- 


eence of it. That man muſt adhere with 


inviolable conſtancy to whatever is great 
or good in life, who is animated with the 
hope of the divine approbation, and who 
relies with aſſured confidence, on the 
friendſhip, protection, and aſſiſtance of 
the great Ruler of all things. Nodifficul- 


ties, no dangers can terrify him, who has 


that great Being on his ſide, who is a- 
lone the ſovereign diſpoſer of all events. 
No temptations of pleaſure or profit can 
allure him who truſts in an almighty 
friend, who is able to make him happy, 


in ten thouſand methods, beyond what 


he can conceive. Every worldly thing 
vaniſhes at the preſence of him, © before 
© whom the world is as nothing, leſs than 
© nothing and vanity,” Even death itſelf 
is ſtript of all its terrors, to the pious 
man; when itis conſidered only as a re- 
moving that vail of fleſh, which interpo- 
ſes betwixt him and the inviſible world. 
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| Nay, death itſelf is deſireable; as it diſ- 
cloſes new ſcenes of wonder and delight; 
andadmits the devout ſoul to the more im- 
mediate preſence of its God, © where there 
© are rivers of pleaſures for evermore.' 
Since then prayer is a reaſonable thing 
in itſelf; ſince there are ſo many, and ſo 
great advantages ariſing from the ſincere 
and ſtedfaſt practice of it; it muſt be both 
our duty and our intereſt to continue in- 
ſtant in it. And that we may be animat- 
ed with fervor and ſincerity in the exer- 
ciſe of this part of our duty, let us fre- 
quently inculcate on ourſelves, that we 
are weak, indigent, and ignorant crea- 
_ tures; and that we depend intirely on 


our Maker, for all we poſſeſs at preſent, 


or hope to enjoy hereafter. The firſt and 
moſt obvious reflection convinces us, 
that we are nothing of ourſelves ; but that 
it is by the power of God we have our 


e exiſtence: no man was ever ſo preſump- 


tuous and abſurd, as to imagine or aſſert 


.. that he was author and original to him- 


5 ſelf; or that he felt a mighty power with⸗ 
in, by which when brought into being, he 
could continue himſelf in it as long as 


$ 
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he pleaſed. Every one acknowledges that 
he finds nothing in his own nature to 
warrant his ſubſiſtence in this world, for 
one moment; and far leſs to enſure it 
for ever in another. Nay. even ſuppoſ- 
ing our exiſtence continued to us by that 
_ almighty Being who gave it, we are 
conſcious that we cannot conduct our- 
ſelves ſurely to that ſtate of perfection 


| = and happineſs, which our natures are ca- 


pable of, and for which they were deſign- 
ed. When we have viewed ourſelves on 
all ſides, we find we are in the moſt for- 


3 helpleſs condition imaginable, 


without the friendſhip of a ſuperior and 
_ almighty Being. In order to repreſent 


our deplorable ſtate without a firm reli» 


ance on the all-ſuſtaining and all-con- 


| ducting Providence of our great Creator, 


let us ſuppoſe, that, in a morning, when 
ve awake, we ſhould find ourſelves ſail- 


ing along, with all our neareſt relations 
and deareſt friends, in a wide, uncon- 


ſtant, and ſeemingly boundleſs ocean; 
where we ſee ſtorms and tempeſts gather- 

ing around us, hovering over, and very 
ſoon to break upon us; being utterly 


— — — 
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uncapable ourſelves to ſteer our veſſel to 
any ſafe harbour, and without any hope 
of aſſiſtanc-, either from men or inviſible 
powers; ſo that we could expect no re- 
lief, but muſt be in perpetual dread of be- 
ing toſſed up and down at the pleaſure of 
winds and waves, till we ſhould be ſtary- 
ed to death, or, until our veſſel ſplit up- 
on ſome unſeen rock, and we ſhould fink 
to the bottom. Would not our caſe be 
extremely lamentable? Yet this is but a 
faint image of our ſtate here in this world, 
without an aſſured truſt in the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of an inviſible and almigh- 
ty Friend, who vill lead us fafely thro? 
this 3 voyage of human liſe, and 
land us at laſt on ſome peaceful ſhore... 
We find ourſelves placed here in a 
|: wide, and to our view, a boundleſs world, 
' and in the midſt of an incomprehenſible 
| ſcheme of things: we know not whence 
we came, or whither we are going: we 
| | behold an eternity before us; but know 
not what ſhall befall us, while we conti- 
| nue here, at our departure hence, or in a- 
g ny period of that endleſs duration thro' 
which we may paſs, We ſee other per- 
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ons around us, of the ſame nature, and 


in the ſame circumſtances with ourſelves: 
they are as ignorant and as weak as we 
are; and can give us neither information 
nor aſſiſtance. When we reflect on what 


paſſes within our boſoms, we muſt own, 
that our inward tranquillity is frequent - 
I y diſturbed and interrupted. Sometimes, 


indeed, pleaſing deſires, joyful hopes, and 
delightful affections, enliven and glad- 


den our hearts: but, at other times, 
vain deſires, alarming fears, and guilty 
- paſſions, diſquiet and torment them. It 
_ Is not in our power, to preſerve uniform. 
ly the gentle emotions, and happy effects 
of the former; or to baniſh intirely the 


unquiet workings and baneful influences 
ofthe later. When we look back on that 
part of our life which is already paſt, we 


cannot avoid being ſelf-condemned for 
many inſtances of fin and folly; which 


ſometimes awaken within us dire fore- 
| bodings of a juſt puniſhment, awaiting us 


in ſome future period of our exiſtence : 
and, when we look forward to that part 


of life which lies before us, we find rea- 


ſon to dread we ſhall be guilty of the 


| 
| 
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ſame, or the like departuresfrom the paths 
of wiſdom and righteouſneſs. Let any 
one retire from the noiſe and hurry of 
the world, and reflect ſeriouſly with him- 
ſelf upon his preſent ſtate, as a ſtate of 
trial, in which there is a certain path 
mark'd out to him by the great Author 
of his being; and that according as he 
walks in it, or departs from it, he ſhall be 
happy or miſerable in this, and in another 
life: and after he has imprinted on his 
mind a juſt and awful ſenſe of this inte- 
_ reſting and important truth, that his eter- 
nal happineſs depends upon his behavi- 
our; let him further conſider, that, 
through the weakneſs of his underſtand- 
ing, the ſtrength of his paſſions, the fic- 
kleneſs of his beſt reſolutions, and the 
numberleſs temptations of the world, he 
may be led aſtray from the path of life; 
and he ſball find himſelf ſtruck with ſach 
a a ſenſe of his danger, as will force him 


to break out in theſe or ſuch like medi- 


tations, intermixed with prayers, © 0 
© my ſoul! how great is thy darkneſs, 
© how deep is thy corruption, how ma- 
© nifold are the dangers to which thou art 
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. © expoſed-in this thy paſſage thro' this 
© world! thou knoweſt not where thy 


© true happineſs lies; thou art ignorant 
© ofthe way that leads unto it ; thou haſt 


frequently wandered in a yain purſuit 


* of falſe appearances of it; and thou art 
in the greateſt danger of gill hs 
« farther from it. 

O Father of lights, open mine eyes 


to ſee what my true happineſs is; point 

© out the road clearly that leads unto it; 
© and never ſuffer me to depart from it. 
© Send forth thy light and thy truth, let 
them lead me and bring me to that new 
b heaven and new earth wherein dwelleth 
© righteouſneſs : guide me with thy coun- 


© ſel while — and afterward receive me 


= eng. 


Further, let the fame perſon « continu- 
ing his retirement and meditation, ſurvey 
with ſeriouſneſs and attention the whole 
extent of his duty to God, to mankind, 
and to himſelf, and thegpanifold awful 


obligations he lies under to fulfil it; and 
be ſhall ſcarce be able to contain himſelf © 
from giving vent to the lively workings 
ol his heart, in theſe or ſome ſuch mourn- 


0 


— 
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ful acknowledgments, and ardent petiti- 
En Pia 9 2 
O my God, how faint and imperfect 


.© © my views of thy infinite perfection 8 
© and glory! how little do I feel of that 
_ © adoration and praiſe, that love and con- 
_ © fidence, which are indiſpenſably due un- 
to thee! Tho' thou halt preſented to 
my view part of the great frame of na- 
© ture, which is a ſtanding monument; a 
_ © perpetual remembrancer, of thy creat- 
ing power, thy marvellous wiſdom, and 
eternal Godhead; tho' thou haſt made 
me capable of contemplating the won- 
_ © drous fabric of the heavens, whoſe au- 
© guſt magnificenee, immeaſurable extent, 
© and beneficial influences on this lower 
* world, afford me at once a lively re- 


© preſentation and convincing evidence 


of thy infinite glory, thy boundleſs im- 
_ © menſity, and diffuſive benignity ; tho 
thou haſt placed me here in an apart- 


ment of thy orld, where I ſee thy in- 


_ © exhauſtible power and munificence, per- 


© petually employed in raiſing up, ſup- 


_ © porting and providing for innumerable : 
© families of thy creatures around me; 
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tho thou haſt given me an « 4 
body, fearfully and — made; 
© bearing the ſtrongeſt marks of Svine 
_ © wiſdom, and kind intention, in the con- 
© trivance of every part and member of 
© it ; tho” thou halt placed a noble inha- 
© bitant within, whoſe faculties and dif- 

© poſitions, with a capacity of endleſs im- 
© provement in knowledge and virtue, 
Lare the ſureſt proof, and trueſt image, 
b here below, of thy infinite wiſdom and 
© gaodneſs ; nay, tho” thou haſt favour- 
eld me with a revelation of thy will, con- 


© taining the cleareſt and moſt expreſs 


_ © diſcoveries of thy perfections; and of 
© what adoration, AS and confidence, 
© are due to them: yet, alas! all theſe 
_ © yariousand ſtriking manifeſtations thou 
© haſt given me of thyſelf, make but very 
© feeble and tranſient impreſſions upon my 
© heart. How manifeſt is the diſorder of 
 * all the powers of my ſoul ! The inſigni - 
* ficant and tranſitory pleaſures, riches, 
and honours of this vain world , employ | 
6 * wy underſtanding, ſtrike upon my ima- 
© gination, and captivate my heart; while 
6 "0 — thy unbounded 
'.. 
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| © goodneſs, and eternal providence, are 
© either intirely diſregarded by me, or 
© thought upon with a ſtupid coldneſs 
and indifference. 

O heavenly Father, author of every | 
# good and perfect gift, reQify all the diſ- 
c orders of my foul! reſtore all my facul- 


41 ties to their original and worthieſt em- 


© ployment! May it henceforth be my 

41 chief delight ro contemplate thee, in all 
© the diſcoveries thou haſt made of thy- 

© ſelf, in thy wondrous works, and in the 

7 revelations of thy will! Give me ſuch 


7 clear and affecting views of thy fu- 


_ © preme glory andexcellence, as ſhall kin- 
dle that flame of love to thee, in my 
I breaſt, which ſhall never be extinguiſh- 


ry day? Penetrate my heart with fuch | 
_ © a deep ſenſe of all thy mercies to me, 


_ © andofthyconſtant bounty to thy whole 


creation, as ſhall ſtir up all that is-with- 


© in me to bleſs and praiſe thy name, for 
© ever and ever! Eſtabliſh my ſoul in ſuch 
2 a firm perſuaſion of the infinite good- 


| © neſs and wiſdom of thy univerſal and 


_ © everlaſting Providence, as ſhall engage | 
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© me to throw myſelf, and all my great 
© intereſts upon it, with a boundleſs con- 
© fidence! O Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed is 
the man that truſteth in thee ! I ſhall be 
© kept in perfect peace, when my mind is : 
© ſtayed on thee. 
© 1 muſt acknowledge before thee, the 

; © ſearcher of hearts, — I diſcern and feel 
© other marks of depravity in my nature, 

© beſides an habitual forgetfulneſs of thy 
_ © unchangeable goodneſs, and a ſtupid in- 
_ © ſenſibility of thy inexpreſſible glory and 
© greatneſs. Thou haſt ſurrounded me 


© here in thy world, with my fellow-crea- - 


© tures, the children of thy family; and 
' © made me capable of exerciſing kind af- 
fections towards them; of rejoicing 
© with them in their proſperity ; of ſym- 
© pathiling with them in their adverſity; 
and of performing kind offices to them 
iin every ſtate: but, alas! how often 
© have I failed in this part of my duty! 1 
© am conſcious to myſelf, that my friend- 
ly affections, at beſt, are but too weak 
and limited; frequently interrupted, 
© ſometimes overcome, by the workings 

* of the © feli and intereſted paſſions. Q. 
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great Father of all, who art love, and 
| * dwelleſt in love, teach me to imitate thy 


© perfect and eniverſal goodneſs} En- 
© large my heart to embrace the whole 
© human kind! Make me feel a perpetu- 

© al flow of good-will to all thy children 


around me! Check the growth, nay, 
© kill the ſeeds, of all malice, envy, and 


© ill-will in my boſom ! Raiſe me to that 


© happy ſtate, in which I ſhall forget my- 
3 * a and place my chiefdelightin ſpread- 


© ing peace, joy, and happineſs all around 
© me, to the utmoſt of my power! Let 


_ © all the tender and generous affetions 
_ © increaſe in ſtrength, in fervor, and ex- 

_ © tent, in my ſoul; till I become fit to be 

_ © tranſplanted into that happy kiagdom, 

| © where peace and concord, love and 
5 c * friendaip, reign in full perſe&tion for e- 


© yer and ever. 
© O my ſoul, under how many hinde- 


© rances of thy improvement and progreſs 


© toward perfection doſt thou labour? 


© The appetites and paſſions of thy mor- 
tal body, interrupt the exerciſe of the 
_ © nobler affections, weaken the ſenſe of 
1 what is heavenly and divine; EP. 


— 
© that dominion which belongs unto thee: 
© Under their tumultuous government 
thy underſtanding is darkened, thy af · 
* fetions corrupted, and thy inward tran- 
_ © quillity almoſt quite deſtroyed. Q God, 
© who haſt the hearts of all men in thy 
© hand, and turneſt them whitherſoever 
thou pleaſeſt, eſtabliſh thou that part of 

© me, which is immortal and divine, in 

its juſt ſupremacy; ſubject all my low - 

er paſſions to its authority; and make 
me to enjoy that in ward compoſure, and 
ſerenity, which is always to be found 
under its gentle ſway! O thou righte- 
© gus Judge of all the earth, who render- 

(L e elt to every one according to his works, 

_ © whenT take a calm and ſerious review 
© of all the motions of my heart, and ac- 
© tions. of my life, 1 muſt acknowledge 

_ © withdeepregret, that I find many things 
which I cannot approve; nay, many 

| © things for which I am ſelf-condemaned; 
| and which I cannot recall to my remem- 
brance, without feeling the peace of my 
1 mind ſenſibly diſturbed, my confidence 
=: © in thee greatly damped, and the awful 

* dread of ihy diſpleaſure ſtrongly a- 
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© wakened. Ne 
Lord God, merciful ws gracious, 
— 0 loag-fulfering, and abundant in good- 
© neſs and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
_ © ſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion 
V and ſin; forgive my innumerable fol- 
© lies and tranſgreſſions; deliver me from 
_ © the dreadful confequences of them, and 
< puniſhments due to them, in this and 
Aan eternal world! whatever moral im- 
zi perfections are ſtil] remaining in me; 
direct me to the knowledge of them, 
Land to the proper means of removing 
© them. Whenever I wander from thee, 
thou eternal fountain of light and life! 
© ſhew me my error, tho” it ſhould be by 
© fatherly correction; let pains or ſor- : 
© rows bring me home; but never leave 1 
© me to myſelf! direct me to the right * 
improvement of all the aſſiſtances thou 
© haſt afforded me, for purifying and per- 
© ſetting my nature! Teach me th under- 
© ſtand clearly, to believe firmly, to value 
« juſtly, and comply fincerely, with that 
© laſt and brighteſt revelation thou haſt 
given me by Jeſus Chriſt: give me a 
_ © juſt ſenſe of the unmerited, unſollicited, 
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© and wonderful friendſtip of the eternal 
© Son of God; who, tho' he was rich, 
© yet, for the ſake of apoſtate ſons. of 
© men, became poor, and was made fleſh, 
© and ſuffered, and died, that he might 
_ © enlighten their darkened underſtand- 
©« ings, purify their corrupted hearts, ex- 
© alt their debaſed natures, deliver them 
from the puniſhments due unto their 
_ * ſins, ſet open the gates of immortality 
© before them, and conduct them into the 
» preſence of their God. Teach me to 


20 © hearken to his divine inſtructions; to 


* copy after his ſpotleſs example; to ap- 


_ © proach to thee by him, as my great Me- 
© diator; and to expect the forgiveneſs 
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© of my fins, on the terms marked out in 


© his goſpel! Let the ſerious conſiderati- 
"3 on of my need of ſuch a Saviour, beget 
and preſerve in me the deepeſt ſenſe of 
my own unworthineſs; and let the con- 
_ © ſideration of thy love and mercy in ap- 
© pointing him, to be the Saviour of men, 
_ © inſpire me with the humble and modeſt. 
© confidence of being reſtored, by him, to 
the enjoyment of thy favour and friend- 
* ſhip. Carry me (till forward, O hea- 


166 CONCLUSION. | 
* venly Father! by all the methods of 
thy providence and grace, in the paths 
* of rd room ary till I become fit to be 
© tranſplanted into the higher world of 
© ſpirits; where I ſhall live in everlaſting 
© ſecurity from all danger; where I ſhall 
no more bewail the darkneſs of my un- 
© derſtanding, and the diſorder of my 
© heart; but where I ſhall ſee thee my 
1 Maker unvailed; where I ſhall love thee 
© entirely, rejoice in thee triumphantly, 


tand celebrate thy praiſes to all eternity! _ | 


THE END. 
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